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Dear Colleagues, Learners & Friends!

Welcome to the pre-summer 2024 Chair’s report. This is my first report as Chair, and |
would like to start by thanking everyone for their support (and patience!) over the last few
months as | have settled into the role. Despite being a member of the Department for over
15 years as a student, resident, and faculty member, | continue to be amazed on a daily
basis by the remarkable people and contributions that LMP has to offer.

In this Chair’s report, we are highlighting our graduating learners and welcoming our new
trainees. On April 26-27, 2024, we held our annual DRIVE Days at Lister Centre, during
which our trainees presented the products of many months and years of scholarly work,
the quality and breadth of which was truly remarkable. On June 6, 2024, we held our
annual Graduation Celebration at the University Club and had a great turnout from
Department members to celebrate the achievements of our graduates, as well as
recognize our outstanding preceptors, instructors and teachers (see photos below!). We
also took the opportunity to congratulate many Department members receiving academic
promotions this year, and thank Dr. Michael Mengel for his 13 years of service as Chair
(including a heartfelt poem written by Dr. Kim Solez).

This quarter’s Spotlight on Education is an update from our Medical Laboratory
Science program. This thriving undergraduate program has multiple positive
developments to share, including new leadership under Ms. Rhonda Pouliot, as well as
being the recipient of a Targeted Enrolment Expansion (TEE) grant to help expand training
capacity and address increasing workforce demands for medical laboratory technologists.
Expanding enrolment has presented some challenges, but thanks to the hard work of the
MLS team and a strong partnership with Alberta Precision Laboratories, this important
project promises to be a success.



| encourage you to review the impressive compilation of scholarly achievements from LMP
members over the last quarter, including numerous presentations, publications, grants,
and peer recognitions. In particular, | would like to highlight Dr. Chris Le and colleagues
for receiving over $12 million in funding related to a Canadian Biomedical Research Fund
(CBRF) program to develop “Innovative techniques and diagnostic tests for pandemic
preparedness and health equity”. This is a major achievement for the University and the
Department. Congratulations!

Please mark your calendars for the 2024 Banff Pathology Course (Endocrine
Pathology) on October 9-12, 2024, which again promises to be a fantastic opportunity for
education and collaboration, with several outstanding local and international speakers:
https://banffpathologycourse.com/.

Finally, I would like to wish you all a happy and healthy summer. Please take some time to
recharge over the next couple of months so you can return with renewed vigor to continue
your valuable contributions to the Department. Thanks for all you do!

Sincerely,

Benjamin Adam, MD, FRCPC
Associate Professor and Chair
Department of Laboratory Medicine & Pathology

Spotlight on Education

Medical Laboratory Science
Ms. Rhonda Pouliot, Program Director

Expanding Horizons: The Evolution of the Medical Laboratory Science Program at
the University of Alberta

In the realm of healthcare, precision is paramount, and behind every accurate medical
diagnosis lies the expertise of Medical Laboratory Professionals. Nestled within the
academic tapestry of the University of Alberta (U of A), the Medical Laboratory Science
(MLS) program stands as a beacon of excellence, its impact echoing far beyond the
borders of the institution.

Since its inception in 1958, the MLS program at the U of A has been a cornerstone of
academic rigor and practical skill development in everything laboratory. Despite its modest
size, the program has consistently produced graduates who excel in the dynamic
landscape of healthcare.

Ch-ch-ch-ch-changes:



The winds of change have swept through the program in the past few years, ushering in a
new era of growth and innovation. Since 2019 the program has created and implemented
a new curriculum (Curriculum 2020), hired four new instructional staff and one new
laboratory coordinator, been through a successful accreditation, graduated 155 students,
seen a change in the director and chair, all while experiencing a pandemic!

In 2023 the MLS program applied for and was awarded the Targeted Enrolment
Expansion (TEE) grant. This funding is meant to support post-secondary institutions to
increase enrolment and build capacity in the workforce to meet the increasing labor
market demands. The awarding of the funding to the MLS program not only speaks to the
program's reputation but also reflects a broader recognition of the vital role medical
laboratory professionals play in modern healthcare systems.

With increased enrolment comes increased need for support in enticing excellent
applicants to apply to the program as well as support for the student learning journey. We
have been fortunate in that we were able to partner with internal experts from the
University of Alberta including those who are specialists in marketing, communication, and
recruitment. These folks know their stuff and have been real assets to the efforts of the
MLS program to increase our application pool. They have helped us develop a recruitment
strategy and have provided support in creating materials that can be used to market the
program including a revamp of our website, photos that can be used to help promote the
program (included in this article), postcard handouts highlighting the program, a back wall
(display) for promotional events, and a full year-long recruitment strategy, just to name a
few items. These efforts have paid off as we have seen a 40% increase in the number of
applications this year and we were only able to run the recruitment strategy for six months.
We anticipate great things for next year as we will run the full year-long recruitment cycle.

We would be remiss if we didn’t highlight the role that the MLS students played this past
year in recruitment. Year four students were invited to create a one-minute TikTok-like
video that expresses their positive spin on the MLS experience, the world of laboratory
medicine, or any other aspect that would encourage people to join our laboratory world.
The videos needed to appeal to a younger crowd; so the students of Michael Phair junior
high judged the videos. The video compilation was shared at DRIVE days in April and
prizes were awarded to the first, second and third place entries at that event.

Another important partner in supporting the expansion of the program is the leadership
and staff of Alberta Precision Laboratories (APL). APL staff have participated in on-
campus recruitment events adding an employer’s perspective to the information we
provide potential students. APL leaders (who are also alumni of the program) have
provided online interviews describing their experience with the program, two of which have
been published to the new website. Speaking of alumni, some (who are also APL staff)
also participated in a lab mingle event held during National Medical Laboratory Week
where current and prospective students did rounds of “speed dating” with program alumni.

Of course one of the major impacts MLS enrolment expansion will have is increased strain
on our clinical partners, APL. As staff shortages and changes to laboratory testing



structures continue, the staff of APL are doing their best to balance their patient care
duties with training their future co-workers - our students. Thankfully Edmonton does have
a dedicated space located at the Edmonton General Hospital for training MLS year three
(clinical) students prior to them entering “live” laboratory testing space, and with this space
comes instructional expertise in the form of APL clinical instructors (Note that MLS
instructors teach year threes in this space too). These instructors have worked hard to
create a clinical rotation schedule using feedback from MLS instructors and APL site staff,
that will be, not ideal, but manageable for everyone. MLS in coordination with APL has
also agreed to shorten the time the students will spend in the “live” laboratory testing
spaces opting for shortening the rotations in each discipline and incorporating more
simulation activities to ensure quality educational experiences are maintained.

The impact on the increased student load will also be felt by the years two and four
instructional and support staff. Our team has banded together to develop strategies to
mitigate the impact. The instructors are looking at improving efficiencies and synergy in
the courses, identifying crossover in content and finding the best way to manage the
increase. They have also been looking at space utilization in the basement of the Clinical
Sciences Building (where the majority of years two and four laboratory training is done),
identifying areas that could be utilized temporarily and surplusing unused and outdated
equipment. Classroom space limitations in CSB are being addressed by the University of
Alberta space planning team. We are grateful that we were able to hire another Laboratory
Coordinator (LC). Both LCs are working hard at ensuring the lab spaces are clean and
prepped for the incoming students and ensuring all additional equipment is ordered and
placed in time for the students’ arrival.

A Thriving Community:

As you can infer from the details shared above, at the heart of the MLS program lies a
vibrant community of instructors and researchers, clinical partners, students, support staff,
and alumni-united by their passion for scientific inquiry, patient care, and commitment to
excellence. All of the work being done ensures that the students are able to be nurtured in
an environment that fosters intellectual curiosity and encourages hands-on learning.
Through didactic learning, experiential training, and clinical experiences, they acquire the
skills and knowledge necessary to thrive in the fast-paced world of medical laboratory
science, and all of this is only possible through the collaboration and cooperation of all of
the partners mentioned previously.

Looking Ahead:

As the MLS program continues to evolve, the future brims with promise and possibility.
With expanded capacity and a steadfast dedication to innovation, the program is poised to
meet the growing demand for highly skilled Medical Laboratory Professionals. Armed with
a wealth of knowledge and a spirit of collaboration, graduates will embark on their
professional journeys, equipped to make a meaningful impact on the world of healthcare.

In the ever-changing landscape of healthcare, our program remains a beacon of
excellence, shaping the future of diagnostic medicine one student at a time.
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MLS Team

(Foreground) Kim Thompson, Front row L to R: Hardeep Gill, Rhonda Pouliot, Kristi Lew, Christina Lau, Krystine Valenciano

Back row L to R: Benjamin Adam, Ben Bablitz, Anna Nevesinjac, Karen Matejka, Chris Ward, Amanda VanSpronsen, Lisa Purdy, Roberta Martindale

The Department welcomes:

- Ms. Alexis Roy — Clinical Lecturer — Forensic Pathology Technician, OCME Edmonton

- Mr. Jack Lacroix — Clinical Lecturer — Forensic Pathology Technician, OCME Edmonton
- Ms. Tanya Podilchak — Clinical Lecturer — Forensic Pathology Technician, OCME
Edmonton

- Ms. Alyccia Cote — Clinical Lecturer — Forensic Pathology Technician, OCME Edmonton
- Ms. Clair Baron — Clinical Lecturer — Forensic Pathology Technician, OCME Edmonton
- Dr. Nizar Belgasem — Clinical Lecturer — Dermatopathologist, APL Base Lab

- Dr. Daniel Smyk — Clinical Lecturer — Forensic Pathologist, OCME Edmonton

- Dr. Judy Qiu (PhD) — Assistant Professor, Special Continuing — Program Lead, APL



New Appointments for Faculty/Clinical Faculty:
Dr. Andrei Drabovich
- Full Member, Li Ka Shing Institute of Virology, University of Alberta

Dr. Steven Drews

- As of May 2024, Steven Drews was appointed to lead a collaborative group of
microbiologists and technologists in a newly formed Microbiology team at Canadian Blood
Services

- As of February 2024, Steven Drews has led a collaborative group of scientists and
laboratory technologists in developing an Innovation Laboratory Space at the Canadian
Blood Services Head Office in Ottawa, ON

Dr. Anne Halpin
- GlycoNet Network Investigator

Promotions

FEC Promotions effective July 1, 2024
Dr. Jelena Holovati - Promoted to Professor

Clinical Faculty Promotions effective July 1, 2024

Dr. Mathew Estey - Promoted to Clinical Professor

Dr. Hanan Armanious - Promoted to Associate Clinical Professor
Dr. Sumit Das - Promoted to Associate Clinical Professor

Dr. Erene Farag - Promoted to Associate Clinical Professor

Dr. June Hwang - Promoted to Associate Clinical Professor

Dr. Laura Schmitt - Promoted to Associate Clinical Professor
Dr. Justin Bateman - Promoted to Assistant Clinical Professor
Dr. Victoria Higgins - Promoted to Assistant Clinical Professor
Dr. Ola Ismail - Promoted to Assistant Clinical Professor

Ms. Brittney Madden - Promoted to Assistant Clinical Professor
Dr. William Stokes - Promoted to Assistant Clinical Professor
Dr. Peet van der Walt - Promoted to Assistant Clinical Professor
Dr. Natalia Volodko - Promoted to Assistant Clinical Professor
Dr. Brian Wong - Promoted to Assistant Clinical Professor

Grants

Dr. Esmé Dijke

- One Child Every Child Strategic Catalyst Award: “Practical Application of HLA Eplet
Matching in Pediatric Kidney Transplantation: Towards Precision Medicine and Improved
Long-Term Outcomes”. Funding: $200,000 total; period: March 15, 2024 - March 31, 2027;
role: Co-applicant

Summer Studentships:

- WCHRI Summer Studentship: "Keeping it cool: freezing regulatory immune cells for cell
therapy". Funding: $1000 total; period: May 1 — Aug 31, 2024; role: Supervisor (Student:



Sarjana Alam)

- URI Summer Studentship: “Keeping it cool: freezing regulatory immune cells for cell
therapy” Funding: $7500 total: May 1 — Aug 31, 2024; role: Supervisor (Student: Sarjana
Alam)

Dr. Andrei Drabovich

Peer-Reviewed Grants

- NSERC - Discovery Grants (individual) program, “Affinity selection, characterization and
sequencing of high-affinity immunoglobulins”, 2024-2028, $157,500

- Canada Biomedical Research Fund (CBRF) Operating grant “Innovative Techniques and
Diagnostic Tests for Pandemic Preparedness and Health Equity”, 2024-2027, $9,482,666.
Role: Co-Pl. Director: X.C. Le

- Biosciences Research Infrastructure Fund (BRIF) grant “Innovative Techniques and
Diagnostic Tests for Pandemic Preparedness and Health Equity”, 2024-2027, CFl amount:
$2,543,752. Role: Co-PI. Director: X.C. Le

Dr. Anne Halpin

- Alberta Innovates Summer Research Studentship award (for undergraduate student
Francis Leier) Project Title: Innovation after a century: Bead-based assay for ABO
antibody detection, Value of award: $1875/month for 4 months

Dr. Chris Le

- Dr. Chris Le received a five-year Discovery Grant ($690,000) from the Natural Sciences
and Engineering Research Council (NSERC) to develop “Bioanalytical techniques for
studying DNA mutations and molecular interactions”

- Dr. Chris Le and a group of 12 team members received $9,482,666 from the Canadian
Biomedical Research Fund (CBRF) program to develop “Innovative techniques and
diagnostic tests for pandemic preparedness and health equity”

- Dr. Chris Le and a group of 12 team members received $2,543,752 from the Bioscience
Research Infrastructure Fund (BRIF) and Canada Foundation for Innovation (CFI)
Canadian Biomedical Research Fund (CBRF) program to support the CBRF research

Dr. Amanda VanSpronsen

- Co-lead on $10,000 grant from Choosing Wisely Canada to help develop a prototype of
a cost calculator widget to promote the uptake of Choosing Wisely Canada
recommendations

Awards

Dr. Siddhartha Dalvi
- Honorary Fellowship of the Royal College of Physicians of Ireland

PGME Awards 2024

Dr. T A Kasper Resident Excellence Scholarship
- Sivanthini Palanivetpillai



- Conrad Moher
- Sameh Mikhail
- Nancy Hua

Dr. Theodor K Shnitka Memorial Award
- Saadiya Umar

- Candy Niu

- Emeka Enwere

Summer Studentship Stipend
Recipient 2024

Kayla LaPorte (supervisor Dr. Chris Le)

Save the Date!

Banff Pathology Course October 9-12, 2024
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ENDOCRINOLOGICAL PATHOLOGY

For practicing general and anatomic pathologists, pathologist assistants, endocrine
surgeons, clinicians specializing in endocrinology and oncology, as well as residents
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Graduate Studies

New Students

We are pleased to welcome the following students:
- Qingyu Zhang, PhD - Spring 2024

- Juanjuan Fu, PhD - Fall 2024

- Xiaotian Ma, PhD - Fall 2024



- Skyler Ngo, MSc - Fall 2024
- Emmanuel Thomas, MSc PA - Fall 2024
- Weijun Zhu, MSc PA - Fall 2024

Awards

Congratulations to these students who received awards acknowledging their
research and/or supporting their graduate programs:

- Mahsa Yazdanbakhsh, PhD - Graduate Student Travel Award 2024/25

- Zoe Turner, MSc - CGS-M (CIHR) & Walter H Johns Fellowship Top Up 2024/25

- Celina Phan, MSc - CGS-M (CIHR) & Walter H Johns Fellowship Top Up 2024/25
- Camille Huang, MSc - Graduate Student Travel Award 2024/25

DRIVE 2024 Presentation Winners

Oral Presentation Awards

Kerrylei Jabilona - Best MLS Student

Sarjana Alam - Best MSc or Summer Student

Jeffrey Tao - Best Grad Student - PhD

Emeka Enwere - Best Resident or Postdoctoral Research Fellow

Poster Presentation Awards

Priscilla Salaveria - Best MLS Student

Rafay Osmani - Best Grad Student - MSc

Huyan Xiao - Best Grad Student - PhD

Surangi Thilakarathna - Best Postdoctoral Research Fellow
Candy Niu - Best Resident

Gilbert Bigras - Best Academic/Clinical Professional

Grad Student Awards

Jeffrey Tao - Bell McLeod Educational Fund Graduate Research Prize
Huyan Xiao - Bell McLeod Educational Fund Graduate Research Prize
Alexa Thompson - Bell McLeod Educational Fund Graduate Research Prize
Joelle Kasongo - Bell McLeod Educational Fund Citizenship Award

Minute to Win it - MLS Promotional Video Competition
Janika Reyes - First place

Prescilla Elemento - Second place

Richen Basig - Third place






LMP Graduation
Celebration
June 6, 2024

Dr. Emeka Enwere (DMP R3) received the Shnitka Award

for Excellence in Research with DMP Program Director,
Dr. Kerri Chung (left)

Diagnostic & Molecular Pathology (DMP) graduate:

Dr. Conrad Moher (right) with Program Director,

Dr. Kerri Chung (left)



Dr. Lovejeet Bajwa (DMP R3) presented the Diagnostic &

Clinical Pathology Teacher of the Year Award to Dr. Rebecca Brassington presented the Diagnostic and

Molecular Pathology Teacher of the Year Award to
Dr. Jake Mandziuk (right)

Dr. Josh Raizman (right)

Dr. Candy Niu (left) received the Shnitka Research Award
in Hematological Pathology and Resident of the Year

Award, presented by Dr. Bryony Walker, Program Director

Hematological Pathology graduate: Dr. Sima Zolfaghari

(middle) with Dr. Bryony Walker, Program Director (left)
and Dr. Salwa EI Malti (right)



Dr. Petrus van der Walt (left) received Medical

Microbiology's Teaching Award, presented by

Dr. Sivanthini Palanivetpillai
Dr. Sivanthini Palanivetpillai received the Dr T A Kasper

Resident Excellence Scholarship award in Medical
Microbiology, presented by Dr. Nathan Zelyas, Program
Director (right)

Lymphoproliferative Disorders Graduating Fellow:
Dr. Fatimah Alturkistani (right) with
Dr. Dalila Villalobos Nieto (left)

Gynecologic Pathology Graduating Fellow:
Dr. Sumaih Ahmed A Shinawi with Dr. Soufiane El Hallani,

Program Director (left) Graduates and Award Winners!

Congratulation to all LMP

2024 New Residents and Fellows



Diagnostic and Molecular Pathology
Dr. Osayuki lyawe
Dr. Davide Marchese

Diagnostic and Clinical Pathology
Dr. Robina Hanna
Dr. Chukwunonso lbe

Medical Microbiology
Dr. Yuan (Shawn) Xu

Histocompatibility and Immunogenetics Fellowship Program
Dr. Asra Almubarak
Dr. Amir Landi

Dr. Ben Adam:
1. Cutting Edge of Transplantation Meeting, Phoenix AZ, February 23, 2024: “New Molecular Approaches
to Assess Immune Status: Finding the Right Balance”

Dr. David Beyer

Abstracts:

1. Emeka Enwere, Gilbert Bigras, David Beyer, USCAP Annual Meeting 2024, “Using Machine Learning
to Predict Oncotype DX Risk-of-Recurrence Categories in Early-Stage Breast Cancer”, March 2024

2. Nina Esfandiari, David Beyer, USCAP Annual Meeting 2024, “Validation of a Virtual Reality Display for
Digital Pathology Sign-Out”, March 2024

Dr. Matthew Croxen:
1. “Modernizing Alberta’s Public Health Laboratory using Genomics”. Invited Speaker — TARRANT Annual
General Meeting, 2024; Edmonton Alberta

Dr. Esmé Dijke

Abstracts:

1. Alam S, Mercier R, lonescu L, West L, Acker J, Dijke E. “Defining the optimal cryoprotectant agent
(CPA) conditions for cryopreservation of regulatory T cells for tolerogenic therapy”. Poster presentation at
the Annual Conference of Cell Therapy Transplant Canada, Victoria BC, May 1 -3, 2024

2. lvison S, MacDonald K, Sanderink L, Leung M, Mojibian M, Qing Huang J, Fung V, West L, Dijke E,
Bleker E, Campbell A, Al Aklabi M, Kosuska J, Piat G, Hay K, Levings M. “Thymus-derived regulatory T
cells as a universal off-the-shelf anti-inflammatory therapy: technology transfer in preparation for a phase
| clinical trial”. Poster presentation at the Annual Conference of Cell Therapy Transplant Canada, Victoria,
BC, May 1 - 3, 2024

3. Alam S, Mercier R, lonescu L, West L, Acker J, Dijke E. “Defining optimal cryopreservation conditions
of regulatory T cells for tolerogenic cell therapy in transplantation”. Poster presentation at the Alberta
Transplant Institute Research Day, Edmonton AB, May 15, 2024

4. Halpin A, Leier F, Motyka B, Li C, Urschel S, Pearcey J, Dijke E, West L. “Exploring ABO-



histocompatibility: Luminex assay allows detection and characterization of endothelial-targeted ABO
antibodies”. EF| Abstracts Oral and Posters. HLA, 103: 7-144, 2024

5. Halpin A, Leier F, Motyka B, Li C, Urschel S, Pearcey J, Dijke E, West L. “ABO-incompatible
transplantation immune risk assessment: expanding horizons with better tools”. American J Transplant,
Volume 24, Issue 6, Supplement 1, Pages S-S1172, 2024

Dr. Andrei Drabovich:
1. Invited speaker. Talk: “Precision Serology: Quantification of Human Polyclonal Antibodies by
Proteomics”, Immunology Network Seminars, University of Alberta, March 14, 2024

Dr. Steven Drews:

1. “Increased rates of laboratory confirmed cases of syphilis in Western Canadian vs Eastern Canadian
blood donors: 2022-2023.” Rapid Fire Oral Presentation, AMMI/CACMID, Vancouver, BC, Canada, April
10, 2024

2. “Vigilance for emerging pathogens: Methods of surveillance for Canadian blood operators” Canadian
Blood Services Research Day, Saskatoon, SK, Canada, May 23, 2024

3. “How influenza and SARS-CoV-2 genomic drift impacts on molecular diagnostics” Danaher
Diagnostics Medical and Scientific Affairs, April 4, 2024

4. “SARS-CoV-2 genomic drift impacts on AZD7442 tixagevimab/cilgavimab efficacy in
immunocompromised patients”, AstraZeneca Canada Inc. Scientific/Medical liaison team, Vancouver, BC,
Canada, April 10, 2024

5. “Donor re-entry for transmissible disease markers at Canadian Blood Services.” Steven Drews with
Sheila O'Brien and Mark Bigham, 4 March 2024, Medical Affairs and Innovation, Canadian Blood
Services

6. “Donor re-entry for transmissible disease markers at Canadian Blood Services” Canadian Blood
Services Laboratory Staff Brampton and Calgary, February 8, 2024

Sessions Moderated:

1. Blood Health and Anemia Management” Session Moderator CTSM, Saskatoon, SK, Canada, May 23-
26, 2024

Abstracts presented by Dr. Drews or trainee/staff:

1. “Increased rates of laboratory confirmed cases of syphilis in Western Canadian vs Eastern Canadian
blood donors: 2022-2023”. Drews, S.J., Charlton, C., Tran, V., Zhou, H.Y., Hawes, G., Resz, |., O’'Brien,
S.F. AMMI/CACMID, Vancouver, BC, Canada, April 9-12

2. “Detecting Hepatitis A Virus in a donor specimen linked to plasma and cellular products: What does it
mean?” Drews, S.J., Bruenau, L., Hawes, G., Tang, E., Charlton, C., Bigham, M. CTSM, Saskatoon, SK,
Canada, May 23-26, 2024

3. “Donor re-entry following deferral for false reactive human immunodeficiency virus-1/2, hepatitis B
virus, hepatitis C virus, syphilis and human T-cell lymphotropic virus-1/2 is effective”. Drews, S.J.,
Bigham, M. Uzicanain, Charlton, C., Huppe, P., MacDonald, K., O’Brien, S.F. CTSM, Saskatoon, SK,
Canada, May 23-26, 2024

4. “Evaluation of the cobas® DPX Duplex Hepatitis A Virus and Parvovirus B19 Nucleic Acid Test (NAT)
Assay at Canadian Blood Services”. Bruneau, L., Hawes, G., Tang, E., Charlton, C,. Drews, S.J. CTSM,
Saskatoon, SK, Canada, May 23-26, 2024

Dr. Janet Elliott :

1. Janet A. W. Elliott, "Thermodynamics in cell and tissue cryopreservation: How math can save knees",
Canadian Society of Senior Engineers, Online, April 18, 2024

2. Janet A. W. Elliott, "Cryopreservation of cells, monolayers, and tissues", Alberta Transplant Institute
Seminar Series and Society of Cryobiology Webinar Series, Online, May 1, 2024



Dr. Anne Halpin

Abstracts:

1. Anne Halpin, Francis Leier, Bruce Motyka, Caisun Li, Simon Urschel, Jean Pearcey, Esme Dijke, Lori
West. “Exploring ABO-histocompatibility: Luminex assay allows detection and characterization of
endothelial-targeted ABO antibodes”. EFI Abstracts Oral and Posters. HLA, 103: 7-144, 2024. Poster
Presentation, Presented at the European Federation of Immunogenetics conference Geneva,
Switzerland, May 21, 2024, Received Best Poster Award for this abstract

2. Anne Halpin, Francis Leier, Bruce Motyka, Caisun Li, Simon Urschel, Jean Pearcey, Esme Dijke, Lori
West. “ABO-incompatible transplantation immune risk assessment: expanding horizons with better tools”.
AJT, Volume 24, Issue 6, Supplement 1, Pages S-S1172, June 2024, Oral abstract presentation,
Presented at the American Transplant Congress conference, Philadelphia, PA, USA Jun 3rd, 2024
Invited Presentation:

1. St. Michael’s Hospital, Transplant Lunch and Learn Seminar (virtual), Title: “Time for ABO
Histocompatibility”

Dr. Judy Qiu

Abstracts:

1. Immaraj L, Wilson M, Jiang Q, Qiu JY, Croxen M, Parkins M, Hubert C, Frankowski K, Hrudey S,
Bautista M, England W, Lee BE, Pang XL. “Monitoring of SARS-CoV-2 variants in wastewater using
whole genome sequencing.” The AMMI Canada - CACMID Annual Conference. Vancouver, Canada. April
2024

2. Immaraj L, Bhavanam S, Jiang Q, Brand L, Qiu JY, Parkins MD, Hubert CRJ, Frankowski K, Gao TJ,
Lee BE, Pang XL. “Comprehensive viral pathogen detection in wastewater using hybrid enrichment and
whole genome sequencing.” Association of Public Health Laboratories annual conference, Milwaukee,
USA, May 2024

Dr. Kim Solez:

1. American Transplant Congress in Philadelphia June 1, 2024, Session Type: In-Depth, Session
Title: Engineered Organs and Cells in Transplantation, Presentation Title: “The Ethics of Regenerative
Medicine in the Al-Enhanced Future”

Dr. Ben Adam

Peer-reviewed papers:

1. Mengel M, Adam BA. “Emerging Phenotypes in Kidney Transplant Rejection”. Curr Opin Organ
Transplant. 2024 Apr 1;29(2):97-103. PMID: 38032262. [IF 2.200]

2. Naesens M, Roufosse C, Haas M, Lefaucheur C, Mannon RB, Adam BA, Aubert O, Bohmig GA,
Callemeyn J, Clahsen-van Groningen M, Cornell LD, Demetris AJ, Drachenberg CB, Einecke G, Fogo
AB, Gibson IW, Halloran P, Hidalgo L, Horsfield C, Huang E, Kiki¢ Z, Kozakowski N, Nankivell B, Rabant
M, Randhawa P, Riella LV, Sapir-Pichhadze R, Schinstock C, Solez K, Tambur AR, Thaunat O, Wiebe C,
Zielinski D, Colvin R, Loupy A, Mengel M. “The Banff 2022 Kidney Meeting Report: Re-Appraisal of
Microvascular Inflammation and the Role of Biopsy-Based Transcript Diagnostics”. Am J Transplant. 2024
Mar;24(3):338-349. PMID: 38032300. [IF 9.369]

3. Pavlisko EN, Adam BA, Berry GJ, Calabrese F, Cortes-Santiago N, Glass CH, Goddard M, Greenland
JR, Kreisel D, Levine DJ, Martinu T, Verleden SE, Weigt SS, Roux A. “The 2022 Banff Meeting Lung
Report”. Am J Transplant. 2024 Apr;24(4):542-548. PMID: 37931751. [IF 9.369]

Dr. Matthew Croxen:
1. Gill EE, Jia B, Murall CL, Poujol R, Anwar MZ, John NS, Richardsson J, Hobb A, Olabode AS, Lepsa A,



Duggan AT, Tyler AD, N'Guessan A, Kachru A, Chan B, Yoshida C, Yung CK, Bujold D, Andric D, Su E,
Griffiths EJ, Van Domselaar G, Jolly GW, Ward HKE, Feher H, Baker J, Simpson JT, Uddin J, Ragoussis
J, Eubank J, Fritz JH, Galvez JH, Fang K, Cullion K, Rivera L, Xiang L, Croxen MA, Shiell M, Prystajecky
N, Quirion PO, Bajari R, Rich S, Mubareka S, Moreira S, Cain S, Sutcliffe SG, Kraemer SA, Joly Y,
Alturmessov Y, Consortium C, Consortium C; VirusSeq Data Portal Academic and Health network; Fiume
M, Snutch TP, Bell C, Lopez-Correa C, Hussin JG, Joy JB, Colijn C, Gordon PMK, Hsiao WWL, Poon
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