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Abstract Be consistent throughout the thesis.
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intersections of language and ecology, probing the etymological origins of insect-related terms
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Drawing upon methodologies from linguistics, entomology, cultural studies, and
environmental science, the study delves into the etymology of insect-related terms, tracing
their linguistic evolution across time and cultures. By unraveling the semantic layers embedded
within these words, the thesis unveils the cultural attitudes, scientific perceptions, and
historical narratives that have shaped our understanding of insects.
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Introduction All headings must match your Table of Contents.

Background and Rationale

In the intricate tapestry of human existence, language and ecology emerge as fundamental
threads interwoven across millennia. "Etymologies and Entomologies: Unraveling the Threads of
Language and Ecology" embarks on a journey of exploration at the nexus of these two seemingly
disparate realms, illuminating the profound connections and synergies that underpin their
interplay. Language, the cornerstone of human communication and culture, mirrors our
perceptions, values, and relationships with the natural world. Concurrently, ecology, the study of
the interrelationships between organisms and their environments, shapes and is shaped by the
linguistic landscapes in which it is embedded. This dissertation delves into the depths of
linguistic and ecological realms, probing the intricacies of their interactions and elucidating the
profound implications of their symbiosis for human societies and the ecosystems they inhabit.

At the heart of this interdisciplinary exploration lies an acknowledgment of the profound
influence each domain exerts upon the other. Language, with its capacity to encode and transmit
knowledge, reflects humanity's evolving understanding of the natural world. Through
etymological analysis, we trace the historical trajectories of words, unveiling the cultural
narratives embedded within linguistic roots. Concurrently, entomology offers a lens through
which to perceive the intricate dynamics of ecosystems, where insects serve as both indicators
and architects of environmental health. By bridging the realms of language and ecology, this
dissertation endeavors to unravel the nuanced interdependencies between human linguistic
practices and ecological phenomena, shedding light on the intricate tapestry of life on Earth.
Moreover, this interdisciplinary inquiry seeks to transcend conventional disciplinary boundaries,
recognizing the limitations of siloed approaches in comprehending the complexity of human-
environment interactions. By synthesizing insights from linguistics, ecology, anthropology, and
beyond, this dissertation endeavors to construct a holistic framework that illuminates the
multifaceted relationships between language and ecology. We aim to elucidate the ways in which
language both reflects and shapes our perceptions of the natural world, influencing patterns of
resource use, environmental governance, and conservation practices. By fostering dialogue
across diverse fields of inquiry, this study aspires to inspire new avenues of research and action
aimed at fostering sustainable relationships between human societies and the ecosystems they

inhabit. Don’t forget: starting with page 1 of the body
1 | of the thesis, pages are numbered with
Arabic numerals.




¢ Paper- and chapter-based theses must include a comprehensive bibliography, containing all
works cited, at the end of your thesis but before any appendices, even if each chapter/paper has
its own references list.

* The PDF/A file accompanying a digital, artistic, performance-based, and mixed-format theses
must include a comprehensive bibliography of all sources used in their preparation if no other
part of the thesis (e.g. a website) includes such a list.
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Appendix A: List of Insect Metaphors

Ants in your pants

Bee's knees

Bee-line

Beehive of activity

Bugging someone

Bug-eyed (surprised)

Busy as a bee

Buzzing with excitement

Crawling like ants

Crawling with people

Cricket (quiet person)

Drone (unproductive person)
Earwigging (eavesdropping)

Flea market

Flea-bitten (worn out)

A fly in the ointment

A fly on the wall

A hornet's nest (a source of trouble)
A moth to a flame

Nest egg

Nesting instincts

Social butterfly

Spiders in the web (scheming people)
Spider senses (intuition)

A moth to the flame (attracted to danger)
Worker bee

Web of lies

Worming your way out
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