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From the 1999 film But I’m a Cheerleader! to the 2014 film Pride, film makers have created comedy 

out of the connection between veganism and queer sexuality in the public imaginary. Those who are 

abnormal with respect to their alimentary appetites, the logic seems to go, must be abnormal in their 

sexual appetites as well. Beyond cultural representations, queers have themselves embraced the 

connection between queerness and veganism in works such as Rasmus Simonsen’s “A Queer Vegan 

Manifesto”
1
 and Sarah Brown’s Queer Vegan Food blog

2
. This volume takes up the connection between 

veganism and queerness to explore what queer theory can offer to food politics. Coming Out of the 

Pantry will be a co-edited volume that collects contemporary perspectives on and at the intersections of 

queerness and veganism. 

In this volume we are interested, firstly, in the relations between regulatory discourses about 

sexual identity and regulatory discourses about alimentary identity: the fact that we frequently hear that 

“we are what we eat” (gustatorily)
3
 as well as “we are what we desire” (sexually) shows the extent to 

which food and sex are presumed to be deep-seated, defining, and revealing features about personal 

identity.
4
 However, the point isn’t to just focus on how discourses about queerness and veganism are 

disciplinary and regulatory. For, second, the volume seeks to understand how both queerness and 

veganism can become forms of political resistance, both to compulsory heterosexuality and to (what we 

might call) “compulsory carnivorism”
5
: in what ways might veganism and queerness constitute counter-

discourses, practices of resistance, and occasions for self-transformative practices?
6
 In other words, in 

what ways can we ethically and aesthetically refashion ourselves and our relations to others through our 

alimentary and sexual practices? 



       Ecofeminists have long explored the relations between ethical veganism and feminism by pointing 

to the interconnection between sexism and speciesism and by underlining the moral value of plant-based 

eating (Cf. Probyn, Adams, Wyckoff).
7
 Our volume will expand on this literature by emphasizing the 

interrelations among queerness, queer theory, and veganism. The projected contributions to the volume 

would pursue questions such as: How can queer theory help us think through food politics? Is what 

Annie Potts and Jovian Perry have described as “vegan sexuality”
8
 a queer sexuality? What is the 

relation between regulatory discourses of sexuality and regulatory discourses about food? Are there 

similar “confessional logics” or “epistemologies of the closet”
9
 when it comes to “outing” oneself as a 

vegan or a queer?
10

 Are there similar logics at play in the construction of “human superiority” over non-

human animals by instrumentalizing other species and the construction of “compulsory heterosexuality” 

over non-heterosexuals by marginalizing other sexualities? Are there ethical motivations for queers to be 

vegan
11

—indeed, to reformulate Bartky, why aren’t all queers vegan?
12

 In what ways is veganism 

marked by ethno-race, religion, class, and other social factors?  

 
 Authors are asked to send abstracts (500 words) and bios (200 words) to eloy@ualberta.ca and 

chloe3@ualberta.ca by September 15, 2017 and completed papers by January 15, 2018. Based on a book 

prospectus including author information and chapter abstracts, this volume will be considered for 

Routledge’s Gender and Sexuality series.  
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