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Statement on News of Papal Visit  

 
The Association of Catholic Colleges and Universities in Canada (ACCUC) is pleased to learn of 
Pope Francis’ decision to visit Canada with the goal of reconciliation with the Indigenous 
communities of this land.  
 
This past June, the ACCUC published a statement requesting that Pope Francis formally 
apologize to Canada’s Indigenous communities for the role that the Church played in operating 
over 60% of the nation’s residential schools. It is our hope that the pope will use this opportunity 
to offer a sincere apology to the victims, survivors, and descendants of survivors. We also 
expect that the pope will seek forgiveness in light of the discovery of the unmarked mass graves 
of school children found near several former residential schools.   
 
While we recognize that a papal visit and apology will not undo the abuse, suffering, and trauma 
endured at the residential schools, we do feel that this important gesture, one specifically called 
for by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission Calls to Action, will be an important step on the 
path to reconciliation, forgiveness, and healing. 
 
About Us 
The Association of Catholic Colleges and Universities in Canada (ACCUC) is an organization of 
twenty postsecondary academic institutions located across all parts of Canada. ACCUC acts as 
the official voice for Catholic higher learning in Canada, as it seeks to spread “the spirit of 
learning” throughout the country. 
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