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Ca‘nada Memorlal In photo: From the right, the Honourable Minister Leela Aheer, Chair Christopher Lupke, Lt. Governor Lois
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Centre Events of the Consulate-General of Japan in Calgary)

7. Financial Report
Her Imperial Highness Princess Takamado gave a lecture, “Netsuke and the Role They

Played in Introducing Japan to the West” on 30 August at the University of Alberta’s
Faculty Club. Her lecture attracted the large audience beyond the members of the
university, immediately enchanting them with the world of small objects. Prior to her
lecture, she was welcomed by a crowd of students at the Telus Centre, where she met
with the members of the administrative board to share future visions. After the talk,
Dr. Matthias Ruth, Vice-President Research hosted a luncheon, attended by The
Honourable Lois Mitchell, Lieutenant-Governor of Alberta, His Honour Douglas
Mitchell, The Honourable Leela Aheer, Minister of Multiculturalism and the Status of
Women, Government of Alberta, and Mr. Shigenobu Kobayashi, Consul-General of
Japan in Calgary. We sincerely appreciate her continued support and passion for the

ISSUED BY: promotion of the academic ties between Japan and Canada.
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1. Message from Dr. Aya Fujiwara, the Director of the Prince Takamado Japan Centre

It is my great pleasure to issue the 12« annual newsletter for the Prince Takamado Japan Canada Memorial Found.
With Japan entering the new year of Reiwa, we have committed ourselves to the promotion of our activities with
renewed enthusiasm. This year’s highlight was the visit of Her Imperial Highness Princess Takamado to the
University of Alberta. It was our great honour that the University of Alberta could welcome her here in Edmonton.
Her Canada visit not only highlighted the centre’s activities, but also strengthened the tie between Japan and Canada.
[ would like to express my sincere appreciation for her contribution. We are also very pleased to celebrate the 10t
anniversary of the Japan-Canada Academic Consortium Student Forum at the Embassy of Japan in Canada. I would
like to thank Queen’s University, a long-time member of the JACAC, for hosting this special occasion. Also this year,
the National Japanese Speech Contest has marked its 30w anniversary. I would like to congratulate all students,
instructors and others who have made great effort in past and present to sustain this unique contest and appreciate
all of you for your continued support for our events. Notwithstanding all great news, we are also deeply saddened
by the loss of many young lives with talent and creativity at the Kyoto Animation fire in July as well as the damage
that was caused by Typhoon Hagibis in October. Accelerated climate change continues to be the greatest challenge
to our lives. [ hope that the academy could keep promoting the awareness of this issue, offering the space for students
in both Canada and Japan to work together for innovative action. I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all
our supporters for making our activities possible. Thank you very much for your continued support.
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2. Report from the Tenth Japan-Canada Academic Consortium Student Forum
February 16 - 23, 2019

The tenth annual JACAC Student Forum was hosted at Queen’s University, Ontario, Canada under the theme “Japan-
Canada Relations in an Era of Global Change.” This Forum brought together twenty-four excellent undergraduate
students from Japan and across Canada to Queen’s University in Kingston, Ontario. Sponsored by the JACAC, Queen’s
University, the Japan Foundation, the Embassy of Japan in Canada, and the Japan Student Services Organization, we
had a successful forum which celebrated both the 90th anniversary of Japan-Canada diplomatic relations and the
10th anniversary of the forum.




Issue 12

The students were exposed to high profile academics and others in
the fields of international relations, geopolitics, and economics. The
JACAC conference offered reflections on how these two G-7 partners,
celebrating 90 years of diplomatic relations, could contribute to
positive global change on transnational issue-areas and policy-
relevant governance challenges. Students attended engaging
lectures from professors from Queen’s University, University of
Alberta, and the University of Waterloo. The Forum also featured
former Ambassador of Canada to Japan, Professor Mackenzie
Clugston, and the Consul General of Japan in Toronto Ms. Takako Ito.
Students gained a deeper understanding of the theme of the forum
through the interactions and the cross-cultural engagement. The
Forum concluded in Ottawa with formal group presentations hosted
by the Embassy of Japan to Canada, followed by a reception hosted
by Ambassador Kimihiro Ishikane.

The 11wt forum will be hosted by Seinan Gakuin University on
“Energy Politics for the 21st Century: Searching for the Best Mix” in
Fukuoka on February 14-22, 2020. Please see page 10 for more
information.
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3. PTJCMF Student Mobility Program Awards (October
2018-September 2019)

3.1. The 30th National Japanese Speech Contest
March 24, 2019, Ottawa

The 30w National Japanese Speech Contest was organized by the
Committee for the National Japanese Speech Contest and the
Embassy of Japan in Canada. The Grand Prize of a $3,000 travel
award, funded by the PT]JCMF, was awarded to Mr. Yi (Will)Yang
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
Canada

Alec Zarow (Concordia University)
Christina Cheung (University of British
Columbia)

Courtney McQueen (University of Alberta)
Elizabeth Shngguan (University of Prince
Edward Island)

Francis Bateman (Queen’s University)
Graham Hanna (University of Regina)
Jacques Charrier (University of Regina)
Maryam Moustapha (University of Regina)
Maya Redlinger (University of British
Columbia)

Oleksandra Sydorenko (University of
Montreal)

Sarah Clifford (University of Alberta)
Yoki Watanabe (University of Prince
Edward Island)

Yuanyang Qi1 (University of Waterloo)
Zachary Gouvela (York University)

Japan

Asuka Akazawa (Meiji University)

Haruka Iwami (Hosei University)
Kenichiro Murata (Ritsumeikan University)
Mai Minamisawa (Hosel University)
Marina Mitsuhashi (Josai International
University)

Minori Sato (Ritsumeikan University)
Nami Iwasa (Kwansel Gakuin University)
Namisa Miura (J.F. Oberlin University)
Rara Obayashi (Me1ji University)

Shiori Kon (Tsuda University)

Takaya Tokuyama (Kwanseir Gakuin
University)

Yuki Hirota (Seinan Gakuin University)
Yuki Takahashi (Seinan Gakuin University)
Yumeho Nakanishi (Hokkaido University)
For more information about past and future
Japan-Canada Academic Consortium
Student Forums, please visit the Consortium
website.
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<www.jacac.com>
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Comments from Yi (Will) Yang:

“The National Japanese Speech Contest was nothing short
of an eye-opening experience. While the intense
competition did indeed help everyone up their game, it
was who we met, rather than how we competed, that left
the greatest impression. Being in the company of like-
minded learners who shared our passion for Japanese
language and culture forged a strong sense of belonging;
it was a welcome reminder that despite the long and
arduous journey, we were not alone in our quest for
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from the University of Toronto for his speech “Made
in Japan”. The full list of participants as well as
videos taken during the contest and collection of
speeches can be accessed at the CAJLE’s website:
contest/njsc/
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connections we forged will last many a lifetime”.

3.2. Summer Program Travel Awards

The PTJCMF supported students travelling to Japan to participate in Ritsumeikan Summer courses in Kyoto. Among
the students who participated in a five-week-long intensive Japanese language classes with a keen focus on Japanese
culture, history, and tradition as w ell as in two-week Japanese art class, five of them received travel awards. They
had an excellent cross-cultural experience, interacting with Japanese students. The winners were: Vidal Tavares,
Yiqing Zhou, Jonah Dunch, Jacob Gautier, and Nicole Ings.
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3.3. JACOS/JAPEX Scholarships in Engineering

Since its establishment at the University of Alberta in 2008, the JACOS/JAPEX Scholarship has grown and now is
offered annually at the three Alberta institutions: the University of Alberta, Keyano College, and the University of
Calgary. Students with superior academic achievement entering their second, third, or fourth year of study are
eligible for the award in the fields of Mining Engineering, Petroleum Engineering, Chemical Engineering, Materials
Engineering, Geotechnical Engineering, and Environmental Engineering. The following students are 2019-2020
recipients of this scholarship:

Keyano College: Nicole Clarke, Tunica Prince, and Maricristine Zamora
University of Alberta: Bryce Nelson, Ryan Costello, Jordan Pitman, Willow Dew
University of Calgary (2017-2018): Akshat Yugin, Connor Toppings, Kevin Brereton, Richard Lee
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The Tenth Japan Canada Academic Consortium Student
Forum: Comments from Students:

“I would like to take space here to express the ultimate
gratitude to Aya Fupiwara and Tomita Kyoko for their
organization and restless assistance and support all along
the conference week. It is thanking to you that we all had
such an amazing experience and it is thanking to you that
Canadian students become so excited with Japan, its
language, culture and people. Thank you very much for
everything you do!”

"I found the JACAC to be a very valuable experience, and
I want to find a way to use this experience, as well as the
contacts I have made, to improve the world in the future.
Also, as a person who 1s visually impaired, I would like to
thank everyone for their help."

“I loved all of the connections I made with new friends
around the globe, who I mtend to remain in touch within
the future. I also loved the guest lectures, since I learned a
great deal in a small period of time and got to ask
questions to knowledgeable experts.”

“Meeting great, interesting, and enthusiastic people who
have different backgrounds, interests, and future dreams
or purposes. Precious opportunity to talk with diplomats
and officers at the Embassy of Japan i Canada.in_Japan -
what an honor!”

“Friendships and networks, I could build through this
forum are definitely amazing to me. Because I was
thinking about expanding my career more internationally
for a long time, talking with passionate students and
advisors at universities were such an awesome opportunity
for me. I can say this program was one of the best
mternational programs I've ever had.”

I JACAC Participants 2019
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3.4. Princess Takamado Essay Contest

The Princess Takamado Essay Contest will be revived as
an exciting award. A new scholarship will continue to
promote student mobility between Canada and Japan,
creating broad criteria. We are currently working to set
it up and fundraising. The updated information will be
posted next year on our webpage. We are very much
looking forward to creating this new opportunity!
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4. Special Events Hosted by the Prince
Takamado Japan Centre

Every year the Prince Takamado Japan Centre organizes
and coordinates local and national events in the areas of
teaching and research of the Japanese language, culture
and history of Japan. These events helped our centre’s
promotion to a wider community, strengthening its role
as one of the few Japan centres in North America.
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4.1. Alberta District Japanese Speech Contest
March 2, 2019, University of Alberta

The PTJC organized the 28th Alberta Japanese District
Speech Contest at the University of Alberta, which
attracted approximately one hundred participants. This
event was co-sponsored by the Consulate-General of
Japan in Calgary, the Japan Foundation Toronto, Alberta
Japanese Business Association, and Mitsui Canada
Foundation. Consul-General Shigenobu Kobayashi
attended the contest as chief judge and gave opening
remarks. Mr. Koji Matsukawa from Idemitsu,
Corporation, representing the AJBA, also participated in
the event. It also offered a place for students and
Japanese language instructors from six universities:
University of Alberta, University of Calgary, Mount Royal
University, MacEwan University and University of
Saskatchewan. Participants presented excellent
Japanese speeches that were highly praised by the
audience.
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lnterpretations by Dr. Kirk Kanesaka (Kakamura Gankyd), UCLA
April 5, 2019, University of Alberta

The PTJC co-sponsored the Department of East Asian Studies Lecture Series by Dr. Kirk Kanasaka, the only Kabuki
actor in North America who was trained in Japan. This lecture examined the relationship between text and
transmitted among generations of kabuki actors but are not textually transcribed. Through an introduction of
modern kabuki stars Sakata T6jyuro IV and Bandd Mitsugord, Dr. Kanesaka examined the form and interpretation
of famous scenes in the play.
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4.3. PTJC Annual Public Lecture: “Cultural Differences as Revealed Through Team Teaching in English
Education in Japan” by Professor Olenka Bilash, University of Alberta
April 24, 2019, University of Alberta Office in Calgary

Professor Bilash gave a lecture based on her decade-long project in Hokkaido, Japan, examlmng cultural differences
and challenges that Canadian teaching assistants who ;

participated the JET program were facing. In this lecture, she
tried to identify the methods by which Canadian teaching |
assistants could make more contributions to English education
in Japanese high schools. Approximately fifty people, including
former JET members and the President of the JET Alumni
Association in Calgary participated in this lecture, which ended
with an interesting discussion. The event also helped expand the
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4.4. Ritsumeikan Theme Studies Course by Dr. Walter Davis
“Japanese Visual Modernities of the Late-19« and Early-20w Centuries”
June 17-28, 2019, Ritsumeikan University

This year, fourteen students attended a field course held at Ritsumeikan University. Professor Walter Davis (EASIA)
taught this course on the topic of “Ukiyoe.” This course focused on painting, especially yoga, nihonga, and nanga, but
also considered architecture, sculpture, and such phenomena as collecting, the merchandizing of traditional culture,
the mingei movement, Sinophile culture, Japanese orientalism, and modern print movements. Lectures and
discussions at Ritsumeikan were supplemented by on-site sessions at the National Museum of Modern Art, Kyoto
and the Kyoto Prefectural Insho-Domoto Museum of Fine Arts.
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4.5. Abstract Awards for the Canadian Association for Japanese Language Education (CAJLE)
August 6-7, 2019, University of Victoria

This year, the CAJLE’s annual conference was held at the University of Victoria, BC on August 6-7. The P]JTC offered
two abstract awards to graduate students. One of the objectives of CAJLE is to support young scholars and provide
them an opportunity to present their research. Since we started this award in 2017, the number of proposals
submitted by graduate students has been steadily increasing. This year’s conference theme was ““Hyogen’ Literacy:
Exploring Japanese Language Education in a Diversifying Society from the Perspective of Communication.” Ms. Mai
Takeuchi (Purdue University) received first prize for her presentation entitled "Teaching Japanese gendered
language: Effects of pragmatic-focused instruction.” Her research suggests the importance of awareness in learners’
identity negotiation and use of gendered language. The collaborative work by Ms. Yukiko Nose (Osaka University)
and Mr. Ryo Moriya (Waseda University), entitled “Multiple analyses of diverse learners’ emotions and interactions
within the classroom: Exploring emotional capitals through a scenario-based questionnaire,” received second prize.
Through interviews and questionnaires, they analyzed the feelings of learners qualitatively, and suggested various
approaches for supporting learners. We are pleased to report that these young researchers clearly expressed their
hope for their research to be useful for learners in class and to contribute to Japanese language education.
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4.6. The Department of East Asian Studies Lecture Series, “Linguistic Imperialism and the Aporia of Silence in
‘Artists of the Peninsula’ and ‘Spring on the Peninsula,”” by Professor Christina Yi, University of British
Columbia
September 24, 2019, University of Alberta

The PTJC co-sponsored a lecture by Professor Chrstina Yi. This presentation explored the central role kokugo
(national language) ideology played in the articulation and promotion of imperial identity during the latter years of
Japan'’s colonial rule, exploring how and why “Korean” literature was repositioned within a larger Japanese language
canon. Although it is often understood that the kominka movement introduced a new paradigm of the “imperial
subject,” those who might be included in this category varied according to class, gender, ethnicity, and place.
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4.7. A Workshop: Mediums of Discourse Exchange by Professor Yoshi Ono, University of Alberta
October 31-November 1, 2019, University of Alberta

The PTJC co-sponsored a workshop featuring three guest speakers Professors Ross Krekoski (University of Blue
Quills), Misumi Sadler (University of Illinois), and Hongyin Tao (UCLA) and graduate students and visiting scholars
at the Department of East Asian Studies. The workshop examined language use in a variety of genres with a focus on
East Asian languages, especially Chinese and Japanese. The foci of the presentations ranged from linguistic markers
in everyday face-to-face conversation to communication phenomena in the classroom, language vitality in rural
communities, and the social and cultural implications of creative language use in the digital space. This workshop
promoted awareness regarding language use in context, sharing the current contributions that are being made to
the growing field in the areas of Chinese and Japanese linguistics.
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4.8. Asian Studies Brown Bag Series

The PTJC continues to host the Asian Studies Brown Bag Series at the University
of Alberta to boost the network of Japan-related scholars and strengthen their
presence on campus. This year Brown Bag Series were very successful. This
year, the following students and professors have given talks:
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e Ashley Esary, ATS, China Institute and Political Sciences, January 16, 2019
“Struggle for 100% Freedom: The Legacy of Nylon Cheng and Taiwan’s Democratization.”
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e Daniel Fried, Associate Professor, EASIA, February 13, 2019
“Signs of Sublimation: Text and Materiality in Medival Daoism.”
e  Mei Nan, MA Student, EASIA
“Making Sense of Nonsense: Revisioning Liu Na’ou (1905-1940) from a Sinophone Perspective.”
e Anne Commons, Associate Professor, EASIA, March 20, 2019
“Cautionary Tales: Danger and Didacticism in the Toshiyori Zuino.”
e  Christopher Lupke, Chair and Professor, EASIA, April 10, 2019
“How Transition Can Rescue the Humanities: Personhood, Narrative, Global Modernity in Soseki’s Kokoro.”
e Xiaoting Li, Associate Professor of Chinese Linguistics, September 25, 2019
“Interpersonal Touch in Mandarin Interaction”
e Haiyan Xie, Assistant Lecturer, Modern Languages and Cultural Studies Dept., November 6, 2019
Misreading the Politics of Chinese Fiction: the Case of Yan Lianke's ‘Child"”
e  (Clara Iwasaki, Assistant Professor EASIA, November 27, 2019
“Gendered translation: The Transpacific Career of Lao She’s The Drum Singers”

5. Director’s Activities

Dr. Aya Fujiwara, Director of the PT]JC, has given several presentations this year for the promotion of Japan studies
in Canada, including "Heritage Practices and Globalization: Nikka’s Attempt in Alberta,” at the Japan Studies
Association of Canada Annual Conference held at the Mount Allison University, New Brunswick on 4 October 2019,
“Pure Land Buddhism and the World: Japanese Canadians’ Cosmology in the Early 20« Century,” at the Canadian
Historical Association Annual Meeting, held at the University of British Columbia, Vancouver on 5 June 2019, and
“Nikka Yuko Japanese Garden” at the Heritage Practices workshop organized at the University of Alberta on 27
November 2019. During the year 2019, she also co-edited the proceedings of the Japan Studies Association of
Canada’s conference proceedings (with James White), co-authored a chapter “Exotic Eating: Japanese Food in A
Social Departure,” (with Caroline Lieffers) in Duncan, Sara Jeannette: A Social Departure: How Orthodocia and I Went
Around the World by Ourselves, edited by Linda Quirk, and co-edited Hiroshima-75: Nuclear Issues in Global Contexts
(with David R. Marples, forthcoming Ibiden Verlag, Stuttgart). In 2020, she will teach, East Asia since 1500, Modern
Japan and Ethnic and Immigration History of Canada at the Department of History and Classics.
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6. Upcoming Events

6.1. JACAC Student Forum
February 14-22, 2020, Seinan Gakuin University, Fukuoka

The 11th JACAC Student Forum will be held at Seinan Gakuin University in Fukuoka, Japan under the timely theme
“Energy Politics for 21st Century: Searching for the Best Mix.” This forum will focus on the future of nuclear plants,
in particular, given the fact that concerns over environmental friendliness and finite availability of fossil fuels have
put pressure on what remains the world’s most important energy source. The final presentation and closing
ceremony will be held at the Embassy of Canada in Tokyo.
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6.2. Alberta District Japanese Speech Contest
March 7, 2020, University of Alberta

Next year’s Alberta District Japanese Speech Contest will be hosted by the PTJC at the University of Alberta. The
winners of this contest in every category will participate in the National Japanese Speech Contest in Ottawa, which
will celebrate its 30w anniversary. We are looking forward to listening to many interesting speeches by students
from seven participating universities. The PTJCMF will continue to promote student mobility by offering a $3000
Japan travel award for the winner of the National Japanese Speech Contest.
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6.3. Ritsumeikan Theme Studies Course by Professor Jean DeBernardi
June 15-26, 2020, Ritsumeikan University

Next year, Professor Jean DeBernadi will teach a course, entitled “Food and Culture: East and West” at Ritsumeikan
University. In this class, Canadian and Japanese students will learn the subject together through cross-cultural
discussion. It will focus on the anthropology of food while investigating Japanese food culture in Kyoto and Osaka.
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6.4. PTJC Annual Lecture by Professor Yuzuru Tanaka
TBA, University of Alberta

In collaboration with several organizations including the | 7: Financial Report
Nanotechnology Research Centre, National Research Council of
Canada,and the Kule Institute for Advanced Study, the PT]C is planning
to invite Professor Yuzuru Tanaka, Professor Emeritus, Hokkaido
University and a Visiting Professor at the National Institute of
Informatics on the special occasion of the 40wu anniversary of the
Hokkaido-Alberta sister province relations. He is a distinguished
scholar of artificial intelligence and recently collaborated with the
Department of Computer Science at the University of Alberta. Please
visit our website for updates.

As of today (November 30, 2019), the book
value of the endowment was $1,712,525.85
and the market value was $2,267,076.29. The
amount of the spending allocation of the fund
has increased to $84,141.36 this year with an
opening balance of $207,223.01
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Asian Studies Brown Bag Lunch Seminar Series
Winter 2020 at the University of Alberta
Telus Centre 131, 12:00 - 1:00 pm
The PTJC will continue its Brown Bag Lunch Seminars on Japan in Asia. The titles for
presentations will be posted on our website <https://www.ualberta.ca/ptjc/news>
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22 January: T.M. Mammos
12 February: Yoshi Ono and Chiho Ogawa
25 March: Laura Velazquez
22 April: Walter Davis

Prince Takamado Japan Centre for Teaching and Research
201 TELUS Centre

University of Alberta

Edmonton, AB, T6G 2R1

Tel:

1-780-492-1569

Fax: 1-780-492-8200

www.ualberta.ca/ptjc

Please be connected with us on:

We are very grateful for the support of generous donors in both Canada and Japan!
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