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1. Message from Dr. Aya Fujiwara, the Director of the Prince
Takamado Japan Centre

It is my great pleasure to issue the 13th annual newsletter for the Prince
Takamado Japan Canada Memorial Found. The year 2020 was a challenging year for
all of us because of the rise of the global pandemic. On behalf of the PTJCMF, I would
like to extend my sincere condolences to people who lost their lives, their families
and friends. Our centre was forced to cancel many student programs and events due
to the ban on international travel and gatherings. Despite this difficult situation, there
was some positive news. It was fortunate that we could hold the JACAC student forum
at Seinan Gakuin University, Fukuoka Japan in February before the pandemic began
threating our lives. It was our honour to have the presence of Her Imperial Highness
Princess Takamado at the closing ceremony at the Embassy of Canada in Tokyo. Il also
appreciate all members of the advisory board for joining our students in this event.
In March, we hosted the Alberta District Japanese Speech Contest, which was the last
in-person event in the year, and winters of the event presented at the Canadian
National Japanese Speech Contest, kindly hosted online by the Japan Foundation
Toronto. In summer and fall, generous support from the Consulate-General of Japan
in Calgary made it possible for us to organize a webinar series, “Ageing Society in the
Era of Pandemics: Approaches in Japan and Canada.” These dialogues created an
invaluable opportunity for us to disseminate Japanese and Canadian policies during
the pandemic. I would like to express my appreciation to Consul-General Shigenobu
Kobayashi, in particular, for his leadership and support.

Physical distancing and quarantine have reminded us the significance of
intellectual interactions and communication. In this crisis, we reaffirmed our
determination and commitment to the promotion of academic and intellectual
exchanges between Japan and Canada. And, many of you have reminded us that we
are not alone in this endeavour. Thank for you very much for your continued support.
We wish all of you good health and safety.
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2. Report from the Eleventh Japan-Canada Academic
Consortium Student Forum
February 14 - 21, 2020

The Japan-Canada Academic Consortium held its eleventh annual
Student Forum under the theme, “Energy Politics for the 21st
Century: Searching for the Best Mix” at Seinan Gakuin University.
Twelve student participants from the consortium’s ten Canadian
universities joined twelve students from Japanese universities to
discuss future energy plan. Sponsored by the PTJCMF, the JACAC
membership universities, Seinan Gakuin University, Hosei
University and the Embassy of Canada in Japan, all participants had
valuable experience. Led by Professor Christian Winkler, the
academic lead of this forum, participants visited Kyushu Electric
Co.’s Genkai Nuclear Plant and Tenzan Water Power Plant, and
listened to specialists’ lectures. In addition, Professor Hiroshi
Kobayashi of Shinshu University gave a talk, “Law of Renewable
Energy in Japan - RPS, FIT, FIP, and Related Legal Issues,’” and
Professor David R. Marples of the University of Alberta gave a
lecture, “Chernobyl and the Future of Nuclear Energy.” After the
fieldwork and lectures, students worked together and presented
their findings at the Embassy of Canada in Tokyo.

The 13th forum will be held online on February 13-19, 2021 hosted
by University of Alberta on “Youth During and After the Pandemic: A
Proposal for the New Normal”. Please see page 7 for more
information.
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
Canada

William Bolduc (Laval University)

Sarah Clifford (University of Alberta)
Sophie Courchesne (Concordia University)
Tadjana Dela Cruz (University of Regina)
Simple Marie Gomez (York University)
Justin Lee (Laval University)

Jessica Li (University of British Columbia)
Ruizhe Li (University of Waterloo)
Simon Losier-Tremblay (University of
Montreal)

Serena Rourke (Queen’s University)
Hanisi Samuel (York University)

David Theuerkauf (University of Prince
Edward Island)

Japan

Mideki Fernando (Josai International
University)

Tatsuki Fujilu (Meiji University)

Chieka Ishigami (Tsuda University)

Mio Kawauchi (Hosel University)
Kyosuke Kikuchi (Ritsumeikan University)
Maho Kuriyama (J. F. Oberlin University)
Yuki Mine (Kwansel Gakuin University)
Marina Nishimura (Ritsumeikan University)
Nao Shimizu (Meiji University)

Mona Takahashi (Kwansei Gakuin
University)

Rena Temma (Hosei University)

Hiroko Ueda (Seinan Gakuin University)

For more mformation about past and future
Japan-Canada Academic Consortium
Student Forums, please visit the Consortium
website.
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<www.jacac.com>



Comments from Alexandre Rondeau (Winner of the 1st
Prize :

It is hard to tell how and when it all started, but

| am grateful it did start.
In high school, | had little knowledge but plenty of
curiosity when it came to anything Japanese. During that
time, my drive for Japanese was in constant wait, ready
to manifest itself at any moment. | became conscious of
it.

After dipping my toe into Japanese all those
years, | took the plunge. | entered a program of Asian
studies and finally interacted with other students of
Japanese. The plunge was awkward, and my swimming
was far from excellent, but the waters had never felt this
good.

From then on, the Japanese language was no
longer exterior to me — it was the vehicle of an endlessly
deep culture | could associate with. | found myself drawn
to the more literary aspects of Japanese, fascinated by
the weight of words. | can only be delighted at how much
there is still to learn, because | consider this endeavor to
be my treasure, myself.

Here is something | learned, to all students of
Japanese: When you doubt your ability, it does not mean
you are not up to the task. It means the task you are up
to is difficult and holds prodigious meaning. The road to
becoming an accomplished learner is long but we can
walk it.

3. PTJCMF Student Mobility Program
Awards (October 2019-September 2020)

3.1. The 31th National Japanese Speech Contest
March 29, 2020

The 31st National Japanese Speech Contest was hosted
online due to the spread of COVID-19, in cooperation
with the Japan Foundation Toronto. Mr. Takako Ito from
the Consulate-General of Japan in Toronto and Ms. Yoko
Shimizu from the Japan Foundation, Toronto, gave
opening remarks. Mr. Shinichiro Kawai, president,
Japan Communications Inc. attended the event as a chief
judge. Its contestants represented more than ten
universities from seven provinces (Atlantic, Quebec,
Ontario, Ottawa area, Manitoba, Alberta-Saskatchewan,
and British Columbia).

This year, due to the restrictions on international travel,
3 scholarships of a $1,000, funded by the PTJCMF, were
awarded to Ms. Lily Feng from York University, Anson
Wong from York University, and Alexandre Rondeau
from Université de Montréal in order to encourage their
Japanese language learning. The full list of participants
as well as videos taken during the contest and collection
of speeches can be accessed at the CAJLE’s website:
https://www.cajle.info/programs/speech-

contest/njsc/
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https: //www.cajle.info/programs/speech-contest/njsc/

3.2. Summer Program Travel Awards

The PTJCMF supports students travelling to Japan to participate in Ritsumeikan Summer courses in Kyoto. This year,
the program was cancelled due to the COVID-19.
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https://www.cajle.info/programs/speech-contest/njsc/
https://www.cajle.info/programs/speech-contest/njsc/
https://www.cajle.info/programs/speech-contest/njsc/
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The Eleventh Japan Canada Academic Consortium
Student Forum: Comments from Students:

“

nteractions and discussions between both between
Canada-Japan, but also between Canadian students. This
year's theme was very broad, so discussions could last for a
very long time.”

“I think that this definitely helped me open doors to
different kinds of education and understanding the world.
Thank you again! Arigato gozaimashita!”

“The stall, participants and lectures were all memorable
and I deeply appreciated the experience. If I could, 1
would participate again without hesitation. The amount of
efforts put into this project was immense and I hope 1t
goes a long way.”

“It was amazing to participate in this forum. I really
enjoyed discussing with Canadian students and had a lot of
fun being with them for that long time. Thank you very
much for organizing this forum. Ll definitely apply this
again though I'm not sure if I am qualified.”

“This experience gave me many important things for the
future life. I want to keep this precious experience.”

“My experience has made think of pursuing an
mternational career in Asia. I have even looked into
universities in_Japan and other parts of Asia where I can
pursue a graduate degree.”

/'.

JACAC participants 2020
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3.3. JACOS/JAPEX Scholarships in Engineering

Since its establishment at the University of Alberta in
2008, the JACOS/JAPEX Scholarship has grown and now
is offered annually at the three Alberta institutions: the
University of Alberta, Keyano College, and the
University of Calgary. Students with superior academic
achievement entering their second, third, or fourth year
of study are eligible for the award in the fields of Mining
Engineering, Petroleum Engineering, = Chemical
Engineering, Materials Engineering, Geotechnical
Engineering, and Environmental Engineering. The
following students are 2020-2021

recipients of this scholarship:

Keyano College: Erin Maguet, Theodore Kuranchie,
Devon Conrad

University of Alberta: Ethan Agena, Joban Pannu,
Joshua Du Plessis

University of Calgary (2019-2020): Steven Ma, Joshua
Day, Armin Ghezelbashan, Zabrain Magsi
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3.4. Princess Takamado Essay Contest

The Princess Takamado Essay Contest will be revived as
an exciting award with the collaboration of the Japan
Studies Association of Canada, the Canadian Association
of Japanese Language Education, and Replaying Japan. A
new scholarship will continue to promote student
mobility between Canada and Japan, creating broad
criteria for essays that deal with Japan-Canada related
topics. We are currently working to set it up and
fundraising. The updated information is posted on our
webpage. We are very much looking forward to creating
this new opportunity! For more information, please
visit: https://www.ualberta.ca/prince-takamado-

japan-centre/student-programs/competitions/essay-
contest/index.html
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4. Special Events Hosted by the Prince Takamado Japan Centre

Every year the Prince Takamado Japan Centre organizes and coordinates local and national events in the areas of
teaching and research of the Japanese language, culture and history of Japan. These events helped our centre’s
promotion to a wider community, strengthening its role as one of the few Japan centres in North America.
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4.1. Alberta District Japanese Speech Contest
March 8, 2020, University of Alberta

The PT]C organized the 29th Alberta Japanese District Speech Contest at the University of Alberta, which attracted

approximately one hundred participants It received financial support from the Consulate-General of Japan in Calgary,
Alberta Japanese Business Association, and Mitsui Canada Foundation. Consul-General Shigenobu Kobayashi
participated in the event. It also offered a place for students and Japanese language instructors from five universities:

University of Alberta, University of Calgary, Mount Royal University, University of Regina, and University of
Saskatchewan. Participants presented excellent Japanese speeches that were highly praised by the audience.
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4.2. Asian Studies Brown Bag Series

The PT]C continues to host the Asian Studies Brown Bag Series at the University of Alberta to boost the network of
Japan-related scholars and strengthen their presence on campus. This year, Brown Bag lectures scheduled in March
and April were cancelled due to the COVID-19 but we reopen it online in October. The following students and
professors have given talks:
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e T.M. Mamos, Graduate Student, Department of East Asian Studies, January 22, 2020
“Database Animals: Postmodernism and OTAKU culture in Azuma Hiroki's OTAKU”

e  Chiho Ogawa, Graduate Student, Department of East Asian Studies, and Yoshi Ono, Professor, Department
of East Asian Studies February 12, 2020
“The Ikema Dialect of Miyako: Some Challenges Working on an Endangered Language in Okinawa, Japan”

e Laura Velazquez, Ph.D Candidate, Department of Modern Languages and Cultural Studies, October 28, 2020
“A Wor(1)d to Belong: Mobility in Zheng Chouyu’s Life in the mountains and Buddhist Chant”


https://www.ualberta.ca/prince-takamado-japan-centre/student-programs/competitions/essay-contest/index.html
https://www.ualberta.ca/prince-takamado-japan-centre/student-programs/competitions/essay-contest/index.html
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sl bl Colie sl il < Webinar Series: “Ageing Society in the Era of Pandemics:
Approaches in Japan and Canada”

Edmonton: Monday July 13 2020, 6:00pm

Sponsored by the Consulate-General of Japan in Calgary, PT]C organized
three webinars in series. In the first webinar, held on 13 July, “COVID-
19: Policies in Japan and in Alberta,” Dr. Hitoshi Oshitani, Professor of
Virology at Tohoku University Graduate School of Medicine and
Member of the Novel Coronavirus Expert Meeting, Government of Japan,
el and Dr. Deena Hinshaw, Chief Medical Officer of the Government of
T S Alberta, exchanged ideas on how Japan and Alberta specialists are
P e trying to prevent the widespread of COVID-19. We were very lucky to
listen to the work of these frontline specialists. The second webinar was
held on 23 November, and Dr. Reiko Hayashi, deputy director-general of Japan’s National Institute of Population and
Social Security Research (IPSS) and Dr. Jasneet Parmar, an Associate Professor at the Department of Family Medicine
at the University of Alberta and the Medical Lead of Alberta Health Services, Edmonton Zone Home Living and
Transitions, had a dialogue on seniors’ care during the COVID-19 pandemic. Both experienced and influential women
stressed the significance of government and community support to reduce the burden of caring families. The 3rd
webinar which was held on 14 December, featured Dr. Yuzuru Tanaka, Professor Emeritus of Hokkaido University,
and a Program Officer of the JST CREST Program on Big Data Applications, and Dr. Randy Goebel, professor of
Computing Science in the Department of Computing Science at the University of Alberta and Associate Vice President
(Research & Innovation), and Fellow and co-founder of the Alberta Machine Intelligence Institute (Amii). The two
top computer scientists had a very stimulating discussion on the application of artificial intelligence into the COVID-
19 treatment, covering a variety of topics, including contact tracing and the new normal. The videos of the webinar
are available at our following sites.
https://www.ualberta.ca/prince-takamado-japan-centre/research/ptjc-webinar-series/2020-2021.html

EANVITY— B RERRFEFAE O Z RICEY, Y2 —3EmRROER bta— R FHIZBITLT 7 v—F &
VO T v Ty =&AL £, TH 13RI TN H —EY b —Tld, BALRFR TP E R RR A
TR ER T H ARBUSHT aa o )V A EYYE R Ry B E R B ThAMA Al LTI AN—ZMNOEFIEEE T
HHT 4—F e av AT HETAX, HARET W N—Z MO EHTIRO EFE R F N E DL 725 KA 1T7/-> TODnE
MIKZEMTEEL, 11 A 23 BT i Tid, BN AR AR A O R E TR S B O MWE 1 oA N T v
IN— B REPEFREE F O TT N —ZIN RS RN MIRIEER BT X T 0 T LD F L THAHY v A= —
RS = — A RBR A2 =T — IO N R B RO BEM A #Him L EL7, 12 14 B I T8 =T,

AHRE RSP EBIRTIST-CREST BT — XG0 T LD A N —ThHH AL AMII ORRRE O—E T,

WF R — B R GE A ) _R— g Y R R R B a—F — A U R R AR DT T — e T — LS AR
SZIL, EAEBPC=a— ) —~ Va2 G an F 0 0 VA EGERE S ~D N THIBEIS I BT D18 R idEma TV
FLZ, vz —0OE T AW ONIFEMIZ. 2H 56527 % XV, https://www.ualberta.ca/prince-takamado-japan-

centre/research/ptjc-webinar-series/2020-2021.html

4.4, Hiroshima-75: Nuclear Issues in Global Contexts Online Book lunch

The year 2020 marked the 75th anniversary of the dropping of atomic bombs on Japan. On this occasion, PT]C has
hosted an online book lunch, featuring several Canadian and Japanese authors of the edited collection of essays. Dr.
Ritsuko Komaki, Professor Emerita of the University of Texas, who attended school with Sadako Sasaki and
spearheaded the monument project in Hiroshima for her gave opening comments, which wished global peace. For
our video, please visit: https://fb.watch/5iUdsiGP6Z/



https://www.ualberta.ca/prince-takamado-japan-centre/research/ptjc-webinar-series/2020-2021.html
https://www.ualberta.ca/prince-takamado-japan-centre/research/ptjc-webinar-series/2020-2021.html
https://www.ualberta.ca/prince-takamado-japan-centre/research/ptjc-webinar-series/2020-2021.html
https://fb.watch/5iUdsiGP6Z/
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5. Upcoming Events

5.1. JACAC Student Forum
February 13-19, 2021, online hosted by University of Alberta

The 12th JACAC Student Forum will be held online hosted by University of Alberta under the timely theme “Youth
During and After the Pandemic: A Proposal for the New Normal.” This online forum is to offer space for conversations
to explore the impact of the pandemic on young people and to stay connected with the international academic
community. The COVID-19 pandemic has had a major impact on the future of today’s young people, restricting their
opportunities to learn and work. As problems linger, including economic uncertainty, stereotypes against young
people, isolation, and unemployment, students will think together of ways to empower our lives at this time of crisis.
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5.2. Alberta District Japanese Speech Contest
March 7,2021, online hosted by PT]JC

The 2021 Alberta District Japanese Speech Contest will be held online hosted by the PT]C at the University of Alberta.
The winners of this contest in every category will participate in the Online National Japanese Speech Contest, hosted
by the University of British Columbia. We are looking forward to listening to many interesting speeches by students
from seven participating universities. The PTJCMF will continue to promote student mobility by offering scholarship
awards for the winner of the National Japanese Speech Contest.
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value of the endowment was $1,712,525.85

5.3.  ReplayingJapan and the market value was $2,267,076.29. The
) ) ) amount of the spending allocation of the fund
The PTJC will co-host the 9th Replaying Japan: Japan Game Studies has increased to $84,141.36 this year with an

Conference 9-13 August 2021 with the Al Society Signature Area, the opening balance of $207,223.01

Kule Institute for Advanced Studies at the University of Alberta, the

Ritsumeikan Center for Game Studies, the University of Delaware,

Bath Spa University, Seijoh University, University of Liege, Université du Québec a Montréal (UQAM) and DiGRA
Japan. This year’s conference theme will be “Artificial Intelligence in Japanese Game Culture”. Particular attention
will be paid to how Al is represented in Japanese games, the evolution of game Als, and how big data analytics have
changed the game industry.
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5.4. Canadian Association of Japanese Language Education (CAJLE) Annual Conference

PT]C will host the annual conference of CAJLE 2021 which will be held under the theme, "Japanese Language
Education in the Post-COVID-19 Era - Opportunities for Change and Growth." Through the lectures and teacher
training workshops by the invited lecturers, as well as presentations of innovative research and teaching practices,
we will provide participants with opportunities to reconsider their teaching practices and to explore the direction
that Japanese language education should take in the post-COVID-19 era. The conference also plans on various
social gatherings to network beyond the framework of universities, high schools, and heritage schools. The keynote
lecture and teacher training workshop by Dr. Shinichiro Yokomizo, a Professor at Seinan Jo Gakuin University.
Teacher training workshops will be offered by Professor Yokomizo and Ms. Keiko Yoshikawa, a Japanese-language
Education Advisor at Alberta Education and the Japan Foundation.
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News:

Prince Takamado Japan Centre will start delivering our newsletter via email. For subscription, please contact
ptjc@ualberta.ca
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Prince Takamado Japan Centre for Teaching and Research
201 TELUS Centre

University of Alberta

Edmonton, AB, T6G 2R1

Tel: 1-780-492-1569

Fax: 1-780-492-8200

www.ualberta.ca/ptjc

Please be connected with us on:

We are very grateful for the support of generous donors in both Canada and Japan!
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