
Visiting Scholar Program – Research Writing 

Resources from the Expert Panel: How to Write a Winning Grant Proposal 

4 August 2021 

Moderators: Geoff Ball, Associate Chair, Research (Department of Pediatrics) 
Cathy McPhalen, Visiting Scholar 

General research resources 

1. Proposal Development – University of Alberta Research Services Office 

2. Resources database – University of Alberta Research Services Office 

3. Funding opportunities database – University of Alberta Research Services Office  

4. Visiting Scholar Program – Department of Pediatrics Research page 

5. Learning Resources – Department of Pediatrics Research page  

6. Affiliated Research Units – Department of Pediatrics Research page  

7. Research Platform – WCHRI  

8. Learning Sessions – WCHRI  

9. Library services – University of Alberta 

 

Specific resources for grant proposals 

1. bioRENDER – Web app to create scientific figures (information provided by C. Maxwell, UBC) 

2. Asana – Web and mobile app for project management and for organizing grant applications 
(information provided by P. Subbarao, UoT – SickKids) 

3. Microsoft Teams – Project management  

4. Melanie Barwick Consulting – Resources and tools for knowledge translation plans (information 
provided by M. Newton, UoA) 

5. Evidence for Democracy – Toolkit and webinar on writing lay summaries (information provided 
by C. McPhalen, Visiting Scholar) 

6. Department of Pediatrics Visiting Scholar blog notes and slides from webinar: “Writing wizardry 
101: Trimming length without cutting content” (information provided by C. McPhalen, Visiting 
Scholar) 

7. Writing in active voice – Explanation and examples of how writing in active voice can improve 
research documents (information provided by C. McPhalen, Visiting Scholar) 

 

  

https://www.ualberta.ca/research-services-office/proposal-development/index.html
https://www.ualberta.ca/research-services-office/proposal-development/cihr/resources.html
https://www.ualberta.ca/research-services-office/funding-opportunities/index.html
https://www.ualberta.ca/pediatrics/pediatric-research/visiting-scholar-program.html
https://www.ualberta.ca/pediatrics/pediatric-research/learning-resources.html
https://www.ualberta.ca/pediatrics/pediatric-research/affiliated-research-units/index.html
https://www.wchri.org/members-and-trainees/research-platforms/
https://www.wchri.org/events/learning-sessions/
https://www.library.ualberta.ca/services
https://biorender.com/
https://asana.com/
https://melaniebarwick.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d-NSSG-kd-vysFBB5vJUmCreAILGGrbX/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lfPjLIRcvFU
https://www.ualberta.ca/pediatrics/media-library/pediatric-research/learning-resources/vsp-blog-post-trimming-length-22jul2021.pdf
https://www.ualberta.ca/pediatrics/media-library/pediatric-research/learning-resources/vsp-launch-event-23june2021-slides.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U4cOzQQWDng
https://writing.wisc.edu/handbook/style/ccs_activevoice/


Visiting Scholar Program – Research Writing 

Resources for managing citations, references and bibliographies 

1. Decision tree for choosing a reference manager  

2. Endnote – App to manage references and bibliographies and to generate citations (information 
provided by S. Davidge, WCHRI)  

3. Mendeley – Free app to manage references and bibliographies and to generate citations. 
Developed by Elsevier (information provided by P. Subbarao, UoT – SickKids) 

4. Paperpile – Web-based commercial reference management software with special emphasis on 
integration with Google Docs and Google Chrome browser extension (information provided by 
P. Subbarao, UoT – SickKids)  

 

Research programs of panelists 

1. Sandra Davidge (University of Alberta, WCHRI)  

2. Padmaja Subbarao (University of Toronto, SickKids)  

3. Mandi Newton (University of Alberta Department of Pediatrics)  

4. Christopher Maxwell (UBC, BC Children’s Hospital)  

Visiting Scholar 

For writing support through the Department of Pediatrics Visiting Scholar Program contact: 

Cathy McPhalen 

think Editing Inc. 

cathy.mcphalen@ualberta.ca  

 

https://news.library.ualberta.ca/blog/2021/05/05/what-citation-manager-should-i-choose/
https://endnote.com/
https://www.mendeley.com/reference-management/mendeley-desktop
https://paperpile.com/
https://www.ualberta.ca/medicine/about/people/details.html?n=sandra-t-davidge
https://www.wchri.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Davidge_Bio_2019.04.25-1.pdf
https://childstudy.ca/
https://www.sickkids.ca/en/staff/s/padmaja-subbarao/
https://www.ualberta.ca/medicine/about/people/details.html?n=Mandi-Newton
https://www.bcchr.ca/cmaxwell
mailto:cathy.mcphalen@ualberta.ca

