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Why Métis Archaeology

Explores different perspective on Métis history

Connects elements of Métis daily life to the material record

Fills in gaps missing from other records

Demonstrates Métis presence on the land through time

Provides evidence for Métis homeland



The Silences of Métis 
History
Tends to focus on politics
Written primarily by outsider men

◦ Priests
◦ Fur trade factors
◦ “Adventurers”
◦ Non-Métis historians

Tends to not capture full extent of the homeland
Scrip includes valuable information but doesn’t capture 
daily life

When these are combined with archaeology, new 
evidence can be produced about a Métis homeland



Archaeological research on 
the Métis

Research conducted in the 1970s and 1980s
Emphasis on use of European objects 
Emphasis on creole/hybridity of material 
culture and architecture
Dismissal of Indigenous traditions at Métis 
sites by some authors



Exploring Métis 
Identity Through 
Archaeology 
(EMITA) Project

Working with various Métis 
organizations and groups in 
Alberta and Saskatchewan

Specifically chose research 
questions that could have a 
positive impact on the Métis 
community

Focus on lesser known places, 
such as Métis wintering sites

Helps fill in the gaps of what is 
missing from written documents



The Métis 
Cultural 
Landscape





Métis Mobility: Trails



Métis kinscapes 
and familial 
connections



Overwintering



Métis Buffalo Hunting Brigades

“On the 15th of June, 1840, carts were seen to emerge from every nook and corner of the settlement, bound for the 

plains…from Fort Garry the cavalcade and camp-followers went crowding onto the public road. Here the roll was called, 

and general muster taken, when they numbered, on this occasion, 1,630 souls” – Alexander Ross (1856:245)

“I arrived at Buffalo lake (so named on account of its form being similar to that of a buffalo), having travelled one hundred

miles from Edmonton. On the shores of the lake was a village inhabited by Indians and half-breeds who were hunting the 

buffalo” – D’Artigue (1882:85)







Understanding Métis material culture



“We arrived at Buffalo Lake after dark, and 
were searching amongst the four hundred 
cabins to find John Ashton’s store when 
we heard the sound of dance music and 
directed our steps to a large log cabin in 
which a lively wedding dance was going 
on. Two rows of young men and women 
were on the floor footing Lord 
Macdonald’s Reel to the most rapid time 
possible, as was the custom among the 
hunters.” (Steele 1915:86)











Métis Lifeways







Cabin 3 materials - with beads
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Cabin 3 Materials – no beads
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Lac Ste Anne as a centre of Métis 
kinscapes



Métis knowledge, kinship, pilgrimage



Keeoukaywin – the visiting way



My great-great grandparents
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My ancestors and my family


