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Wednesday, January 29, 2025
Re: Request to dismiss the Alberta COVID-19 Pandemic Data Review Task Force report
Dear Premier, Minister of Health, and members of the Legislative Assembly of Alberta,

We collectively request that the “Alberta’s COVID-19 Pandemic Response” report by the Alberta COVID-
19 Pandemic Data Review Task Force be officially dismissed for use as a source of information for both public
and provincial policy, as it inaccurately reflects the body of scientific evidence.

We, the undersigned researchers and academic physicians with extensive expertise across fields such as
infectious diseases, pediatrics, virology, vaccinology, immunology, respirology and pulmonary pharmacology,
public health, clinical epidemiology, and emergency medicine, strongly disagree with many of the conclusions in
this report. We are compelled to present a more accurate representation of the scientific evidence.

To focus on just a few examples for brevity:
Contrary to the report’s conclusions, a large amount of evidence is available about the benefits and risks

associated with COVID-19 vaccines, and the evidence strongly favours vaccination as a preventative
measure.

The report’s conclusions misrepresent the large body of knowledge about vaccine risks, and benefit-to-risk
ratios. Statements such as “Task Force recommends halting the use of COVID-19 vaccines without full disclosure
of their potential risks” mischaracterizes the extensive scientific knowledge on vaccine benefits, safety, and the
routine practice of full disclosure provided prior to vaccine administration. Moreover, the report does not reflect
or consider the current guidance or position statements of national bodies such as the Canadian Paediatric Society,
the Society of Obstetricians, the Association of Medical Microbiology and Infectious Disease Canada, the National
Advisory Committee on Immunization, among others.

Benefits of vaccines: Vaccines remain our best defense against SARS-CoV-2 (the virus that causes COVID-19)
and other infectious pathogens. The overwhelming body of scientific evidence supports the effectiveness of
vaccines in preventing severe disease, hospitalization, death, the development of long COVID, and in children
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they protect against the development of the multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children with COVID-19%.
Evidence also suggests additional benefits such as improved pregnancy outcomes’, reduction in cardiovascular
events® and significant savings to the healthcare systems® 19,

Risks of vaccines: The potential risks of vaccines are tracked, analyzed and disclosed. The scientific evidence
shows that COVID-19 vaccines are safe, with a much lower risk of complications than with SARS-CoV-2
infection''13, As with most vaccines, side effects like pain at the injection site, fatigue, headache, muscle and joint
pains are common (occur in >1-10% of people); such events are mild and resolve within a few days. Serious
adverse events, such as myocarditis (heart inflammation) are very rare (occurring in <1 per 10,000 or <0.01% of
vaccinated people)!*. Overall, incorporating the risk of adverse events, balanced against the benefits,
unequivocally supports recommending vaccination for high-risk individuals and offering it widely to standard risk
people. COVID-19 vaccines are estimated to have saved millions of lives worldwide?> 6.

Halting vaccines is not recommended: Currently, vaccination for influenza, SARS-CoV-2 and other vaccine
preventable diseases, remains a personal choice in Alberta. By halting vaccines and inaccurately demoting the
evidence-based benefits of vaccination, choice is removed from those who want to be vaccinated and for whom
their underlying health conditions would render an even greater benefit from vaccination. Impeding access to
vaccination contradicts the report’s support for personal choice, while preventing access to potentially life-saving
vaccines. Such actions violate the principles of public health, endangering Albertans and risking further burden to
our healthcare system.

Contrary to the report’s conclusions, the body of scientific evidence does not support therapies like
ivermectin.

We disagree with the report’s misrepresentation of information on COVID-19 therapies such as ivermectin,
and the stated conclusion that “Studies show promising results for ivermectin in terms of viral clearance and
reduced hospitalization and death rates”. There is now a large and diverse body of evidence, including numerous
clinical trials, that have consistently shown that it is not an effective treatment for COVID-19, and that it is
associated with potentially harmful side effects!’'°. A number of international scientific, professional, and
regulatory bodies do not support ivermectin for use as a therapy for COVID-192%2, No major regulatory agency
has approved ivermectin for treatment of COVID-19, and some, like the Public Health Agency of Canada and the
US Food and Drug Administration, have issued warnings about its safety. Many studies that supported ivermectin
for COVID-19 have been retracted?®, with some reporting unreliable or fraudulent data?*?%, The promotion of
unproven treatments can be dangerous and misleading to the public and can result in poor and costly health
policy?’.

We advocate for comprehensive and accurate evaluations in public health reporting

The report appears influenced by a limited perspective that emphasizes concerns over vaccines and favours
treatments like ivermectin; a stance that does not reflect the broader scientific knowledge required for a
comprehensive provincial health report. COVID-19 vaccines are among the most thoroughly researched and
continuously monitored medical interventions in history. Based on the body of scientific knowledge, organizations
such as Health Canada, the Public Health Agency of Canada, the Alberta Medical Association, the National
Advisory Committee on Immunization, the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and other global health
authorities consistently affirm their safety and efficacy™ ** 1 2, The Canadian Immunization Guide, based on
contributions from a wide range of experts, provides a critically evaluated and comprehensive resource on vaccines
in Canada. Moreover, there is broad support for COVID vaccines by the medical community. The Clarity
Foundation’s survey of 135 recognized infectious disease and critical care specialists found widespread agreement
on the safety and effectiveness of COVID vaccines, with 99 percent supporting their use?. Conversely, the report
is selective in its presentation and inclusion of data and thus the report does not provide the full context needed to
understand the complexity of vaccine safety and efficacy.



Beyond the selection and misrepresentation of the data presented, numerous passages in the report appear to
be directly copied from other, pre-existing documents. Some of references included in the vaccine section are
absent, instead simply listed as “TBD” suggesting the references would be added later to support the narrative.
Moreover, the credentials of several authors/contributors are incorrect, exaggerating the expertise and recognition
of some individuals. Critically, the report also included some consultants that did not agree with the report’s
conclusions, nor provided consent for using their names; this produced a false sense of credibility. These quality
issues call the report as a whole into question.

Overall, we advocate for science-based policy and public health integrity in Alberta

In summary, we strongly advocate for use of the most current and representative scientific knowledge and
best practices when developing reports to inform the public and guide policy development. While ongoing research
continues to refine and enhance available options, improve benefit-to-risk ratios, and boost health outcomes, it is
essential that policies are founded on ongoing robust and well-established scientific evidence, rather than
misrepresented data. In light of the wealth of concerns related to the report, we recommend that the Government
of Alberta officially dismiss the report, as it inaccurately represents the scientific data as a whole. Instead, policy
decisions should be grounded in the extensive evidence supporting vaccine safety and efficacy and the insights
from the broader scientific and medical community.

We are committed to offering evidence-based insights to support informed decision-making. We are deeply
invested in the health and well-being of our fellow Albertans and passionate about helping our communities. We

are dedicated to ensuring the best outcomes for our entire population.
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