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Health professionals recognize the importance of trust and the role that  

truth-telling plays in developing strong care relationships. Dementia care; 

however, poses significant challenges to the usual ways of fostering and 

preserving relationships. Regularly, it included subtle and overt deception. 

Is this ‘okay’? What do health professionals owe their patients and residents 

with regard to being truthful? Is it even possible to deceive someone who is 

not oriented to ‘reality’? What does respectful care entail?  
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