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The COVID-19 pandemic has revealed with stark clarity a sharp distinction between what is considered “essential” 
and “non-essential” in healthcare. This division between “essential” and ”non-essential” has generally been based  
on a utilitarian ethic which frames the needs, and, ultimately, the lives of people with disabilities, as  
“non-essential”. This has serious implications for people with disabilities in and beyond the current fourth wave of 
the pandemic. In this seminar, I will use a disability ethics lens to identify and examine the ableist underpinnings of 
many current pandemic policies and protocols, such as the implementation of “essential visitor” policies in hospitals 
and the creation of Critical Care Triage Protocols to determine who will and will not receive critical care in the 
event that the demand for critical care resources outstrips the supply. I will conclude this seminar with a  
consideration of some of the ongoing implications that these exclusionary policies and protocols could have for  
people with disabilities in a post-pandemic world. 
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