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Proponents and opponents of physician assisted death (PAD) alike, recognize and 
appeal to compassion as both a virtue and legitimate source of motivation for the 
good physician. Quite often, however, appeals to compassion frustratingly appear 
as either rhetorical/sophistic devices or mere sentimentalism. In this presentation, I 
will provide a working and coherent theory of compassion and its relationship and 
function inside medicine and healthcare. Building on this, I will review the current 
status of PAD in Canada following the recent Supreme Court decision, and while 
juxtaposing this new responsibility with my account of ‘the compassionate 
physician’, answer the question: “Can the Compassionate Physician Kill”? 
 
 

 
EVERYONE WELCOME! 

 
 

To register for Telehealth please visit: 
http://www.bioethics.ualberta.ca/Grand%20Rounds.aspx or contact your local 

Telehealth provider, or dossetor.centre@ualberta.ca 

For more information call 780-492-6676 or visit www.ualberta.ca/bioethics 
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