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The visual is… 



Naming it… 



• Participatory action research  

– Informed by  
• Empowerment education  

• Feminist theory 

• Documentary photography 

 

 

• Change agent 

 

 
 

 

Photovoice  

Individual 
level  

Community 
level 

Institution 
level 



Wang, C., & Burris, M.A. (1994). Empowerment through photo novella: Portraits of participation. Health Education & 
Behavior, 21(2), 171-186. 

• 3 specific goals 

– To empower rural women to record and reflect their lives 
[individual level] 

– To increase their collective knowledge about women’s health 
status [community level] 

– To inform policymakers and the broader society about health 
and community issues [institution level] 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Some recent history… 



Health research using photovoice 

Depression and Suicide Dad’s Smoking Prostate Cancer 





“Well aside from opening windows, which generally I do but if the 
windows are closed the smoke builds up and it gets all smoky so 

you’re killing yourself even faster…I like the wind to be blowing so it’s 
better if the windows are open.” 



• Preview 

 

• Review 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Cross photo comparison 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Theorizing 

 

 







www.manupagainstsuicide.ca  

http://www.manupagainstsuicide.ca/


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cmMXj3MIlEM 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cmMXj3MIlEM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cmMXj3MIlEM


Artwork & 3-D installations 



MUAS exhibits 

Leeds Metropolitan University 

Leeds Beckett University 

Valley View Funeral Home 

Beatty Heritage House Rimbey  



 



Pros  

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.injurypreventioncenter.com/posts/251&ei=UF5qVKm9KNDXoASdzoDQDg&bvm=bv.79908130,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNE8zWlDaA9PFDWUNffMWpaeCz97ng&ust=1416343458078602


Cons  



One last thing… 



Questions? 


