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ASI NEWS IN BRIEF 

ASI NHZVOHWWHU VROXPH 1 IVVXH 1 AXJXVW 2020 

RHVHaUFK HLJKOLJKW 

WHOcRPH WR WKH IQaXJXUaO EGLWLRQ RI WKH ASI NHZVOHWWHU! EacK PRQWK ZH ZLOO bULQJ 
\RX IHaWXUH aUWLcOHV RQ UHVHaUcK aQG SHRSOH aW WKH KHaUW RI ASI. TKH QHZVOHWWHU LV 
aYaLOabOH RQ RXU ZHbVLWH RU caQ bH VXbVcULbHG WR b\ HPaLO. WH ORRN IRUZaUG WR 
bULQJLQJ \RX H[cLWLQJ aQG WLPHO\ QHZV abRXW HYHU\WKLQJ WKaW LV JRLQJ RQ aW ASI!  

EnsƵring ƚhe safesƚ enǀironmenƚ possible when it comes to the health of millions of 
Canadians is a major concern, not least in the wake of the COVIDͲϭϵ pandemic͘ 
Automated or semiͲautomated technologies offer health professionals exciting new 
tools that can boost the safety of procedures and treatments and reduce the risks of 
viral or other contagion spread in medical environments͘ Development of prescient 



 

Ŷeǁ ideaƐ aŶd ƚechŶŽůŽgieƐ iŶ ƚhiƐ fieůd iƐ ƚhe fŽcƵƐ Žf 
ŽŶgŽiŶg ƌeƐeaƌch ƵŶdeƌ ƚhe ASI ƚheŵe HealƚhǇ 
CŽŵŵƵŶiƚieƐ͘  

The ƚeaŵ aƚ PƌŽjecƚ ŶeƵƌŽAƌŵͲUŶiǀeƌƐiƚǇ Žf CaůgaƌǇ͕ ůed 
bǇ Dƌ͘ GaƌŶeƚƚe SƵƚheƌůaŶd͕ iƐ adǀaŶciŶg ƚhe fieůd Žf 
ƚeůeƌŽbŽƚicƐ fŽƌ ŵicƌŽƐƵƌgeƌǇͲƐƚeƌeŽƚaǆǇ͕ ǁheƌebǇ 
iŵageͲgƵidaŶce͕ ƐeŶƐŽƌǇ iŶƉƵƚ͕ aŶd ƉƌeciƐiŽŶ cŽŶƚƌŽůƐ 
ƌeͲcƌeaƚe ƚhe Ɛighƚ͕ ƐŽƵŶd͕ aŶd ƚŽƵch Žf ƐƵƌgeƌǇ aƚ a 
ƐeŶƐŽƌǇͲiŵŵeƌƐiǀe ƌeŵŽƚe ǁŽƌŬƐƚaƚiŽŶ͘ ͞AƵƚŽŶŽŵŽƵƐ 
ƌŽbŽƚicƐ ǁŽƵůd be ƚhe ŶaƚƵƌaů Ŷeǆƚ ƐƚeƉ aŶd ǁŽƵůd ƚaŬe 
fƵůů adǀaŶƚage Žf ƚechŶŽůŽgicaů ƉƌŽgƌeƐƐ ƚŽ iŵƉƌŽǀe ƚhe 
ƐafeƚǇ Žf ƐƵƌgeƌǇ͕͟ ƐaǇƐ Dƌ͘ SƵƚheƌůaŶd͘ EƐƉeciaůůǇ 
ƌeůeǀaŶƚ iŶ ƚhe cƵƌƌeŶƚ cůiŵaƚe iƐ ƚhe abiůiƚǇ fŽƌ 
cŽŶƚacƚůeƐƐ deƉůŽǇŵeŶƚ dƵƌiŶg ƉaŶdeŵic ƐiƚƵaƚiŽŶƐ Žƌ 
Žƚheƌ haǌaƌdŽƵƐ eŶǀiƌŽŶŵeŶƚƐ͕ be eiƚheƌ ŶaƚƵƌaů Žƌ 
hƵŵaŶͲŵade͘ 

BƵiůdiŶg ƵƉŽŶ ƚhe ƉƌiŽƌ ƐƵcceƐƐ Žf ƚhe ŶeƵƌŽAƌŵ ƌŽbŽƚ 
ƚhaƚ iƐ cƵƌƌeŶƚůǇ ŽƉeƌaƚiŽŶaů aƚ FŽŽƚhiůůƐ HŽƐƉiƚaů͕ 
CaůgaƌǇ͕ ƚhe ASI ƚeaŵ iƐ ŶŽǁ cŽŵƉůeƚiŶg ŶeƵƌŽAƌŵPLUS͕ 
ƚhe Ŷeǆƚ geŶeƌaƚiŽŶ ƐǇƐƚeŵ ʹ a cŽŵƉacƚ͕ iŶƚeůůigeŶƚ aŶd 
agiůe ƌŽbŽƚ ƐƵiƚed fŽƌ ǁhŽůe bŽdǇ aƉƉůicaƚiŽŶ͘ EƋƵiƉƉed 
ǁiƚh ƐƚaƚeͲŽfͲƚheͲaƌƚ ƐǇƐƚeŵ deƐigŶ aŶd ƚhe ůaƚeƐƚ 
ƐeŶƐŽƌǇ iŶƉƵƚ feaƚƵƌeƐ iŶcůƵdiŶg haƉƚicƐ͕ ǀiƐiŽŶ͕ aŶd 
acŽƵƐƚicƐ͕ a bƵiůƚͲiŶ ƌeacƚiǀe ƐŽfƚǁaƌe iŶƚeƌface ǁiƚh high 
ůeǀeů ŵachiŶe iŶƚeůůigeŶce addƐ aŶ eůeŵeŶƚ Žf ƐeŵiͲ
aƵƚŽŶŽŵǇ ǁiƚh eǆƉeƌƚ ƐƵƌgeŽŶ iŶ ƚhe ůŽŽƉ͘ SiŶce a 
ƉƌŽcedƵƌeͲƐƉecific ƚŽŽůƐeƚ iƐ ŬeǇ fŽƌ aƉƉůicaƚiŽŶƐ beǇŽŶd 

bƌaiŶ ƐƵƌgeƌǇ͕ ƚhiƐ ŵƵůƚiͲƉƵƌƉŽƐe deǆƚƌŽƵƐ ƐǇƐƚeŵ dƌiǀeƐ 
a ǁhŽůe Ŷeǁ ůeǀeů Žf iŶŶŽǀaƚiŽŶ iŶ ƚhe Ɛŵaƌƚ ƌŽbŽƚic 
ƚŽŽůƐeƚ͘ AƵƚŽŶŽŵŽƵƐ aŶaůǇƚicƐ aŶd cŽŶƚiŶƵŽƵƐ feedbacŬ 
ůŽŽƉƐ ƵƐiŶg aƌƚificiaů iŶƚeůůigeŶce ƉƌiŶciƉůeƐ cƌeaƚe a daƚaͲ
ƌich eŶǀiƌŽŶŵeŶƚ͕ fƵƌƚheƌ eŶhaŶciŶg ƌŽbŽƚic 
ƉeƌfŽƌŵaŶce ƚŽ caƚaůŽgƵe ƉƌŽcedƵƌaů beƐƚ ƉƌacƚiceƐ͘ 
Siŵiůaƌ ƚŽ ƚhe aeƌŽƐƉace iŶdƵƐƚƌǇ͕ ƚhiƐ ƚechŶŽůŽgǇ 

ƚheƌebǇ ƐƚaŶdaƌdiǌeƐ ƐƵƌgicaů ƉƌŽcedƵƌeƐ aŶd ƚƌaiŶiŶg 
ƚŽǁaƌdƐ iŶcƌeaƐed ƐafeƚǇ͘  

The ŶeƵƌŽAƌŵPLUS ǁiůů ƉƌŽǀide ǁideͲƌaŶgiŶg beŶefiƚƐ ƚŽ 
ƉaƚieŶƚƐ aƌŽƵŶd ƚhe ǁŽƌůd ƚhƌŽƵgh iŶcƌeaƐed ƐafeƚǇ aŶd 
ƐƚaŶdaƌdiǌed caƌe ƉaƌadigŵƐ͘ IŶ addiƚiŽŶ͕ ŽŶgŽiŶg 
ƌeƐeaƌch aŶd deǀeůŽƉŵeŶƚ ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚƐ ƐƵƌgicaů ƚƌaiŶeeƐ 
aŶd aƐƉiƌiŶg acadeŵiciaŶƐ ǁhŽ ǁiůů haǀe gƌeaƚeƌ acceƐƐ 
ƚŽ daƚa͕ iŶfŽƌŵaƚiŽŶ͕ aŶd ůeaƌŶiŶg ŵŽdƵůeƐ aǀaiůabůe 
ƚhƌŽƵgh ƐŵaƌƚƉhŽŶe aƉƉƐ aŶd ƉƵbůicaƚiŽŶƐ iŶcůƵdiŶg 
ƐŽciaů ŵedia͘ 

The fƵƚƵƌe ǀiƐiŽŶ fŽcƵƐeƐ ŽŶ ƐƵƐƚaiŶabiůiƚǇ ƚhƌŽƵgh 
ƉƌŽdƵcƚ deǀeůŽƉŵeŶƚ͕ gůŽbaů adŽƉƚiŽŶ͕ aŶd ƐƉiŶͲŽff 
cŽŵƉaŶieƐ fŽƌ Ɛŵaƌƚ ŵedicaů deǀiceƐ ƵŶdeƌƉiŶŶed bǇ 
ƌŽbŽƚicƐ aŶd ŵachiŶe iŶƚeůůigeŶce͘ ͞ThiƐ iƐ aŶ eǆciƚiŶg 
deǀeůŽƉŵeŶƚ fŽƌ Aůbeƌƚa͕͟ addƐ Dƌ͘ SaŶjƵ Laŵa͕ a ŬeǇ 
ƚeaŵ ŵeŵbeƌ ǁhŽ ůeadƐ cůiŶicaů ƚƌaŶƐůaƚiŽŶ aŶd ƵƉƚaŬe͘ 
͞We aƌe ǁŽƌŬiŶg ǁiƚh iŵƉŽƌƚaŶƚ ůŽcaů͕ ŶaƚiŽŶaů aŶd 
iŶƚeƌŶaƚiŽŶaů bŽdieƐ aŶd iŶdƵƐƚƌiaů ƉaƌƚŶeƌƐ͕ iŶcůƵdiŶg 
MDA͕ IMRISͲDeeƌfieůd͕ SƚƌǇŬeƌ͕ MedƚƌŽŶic͕ BiƐƐiŶgeƌ 
GŵbH͕ CaŶadiaŶ CiƌcƵiƚƐ͕ IŵƉƌŽǀiŶg͕ SƵůůiǀaŶ MachiŶe 
WŽƌŬƐ͕ aŶd OƌbSƵƌgicaů Lƚd͕͘ ƚŽ bƌiŶg ecŽŶŽŵic beŶefiƚƐ͕ 
iŶƚeƌŶaƚiŽŶaů ǀiƐibiůiƚǇ aŶd a cŽŵƉeƚiƚiǀe edge ƚŽ ƚhe 
ƉƌŽǀiŶce͘͟  

The ƚeaŵ iƐ aiŵiŶg ƚŽ cŽŵƉůeƚe ǁŽƌŬ bǇ ϮϬϮϭ ǁiƚh 
fƵƚƵƌe deǀeůŽƉŵeŶƚƐ cƵƌƌeŶƚůǇ iŶ ƉůaŶŶiŶg͘ 

IQ aGGLWLRQ WR GaUQHWWH SXWKHUOaQG, M.D., PURIHVVRU RI NHXURVXUJHU\, aQG SaQMX LaPa, M.D., PK.D., COLQLcaO IQWHJUaWLRQ/ RHJXOaWRU\ 
FUaPHZRUN, WKLV PXOWL-GLVcLSOLQaU\ WHaP LQcOXGHV HaPLGUH]a HRVK\aUPaQHVK, PK.D., CKLHI EQJLQHHU - MHcKaWURQLcV, APLU BaJKGaGL, PK.D., 
PRVW-GRcWRUaO AVVRcLaWH, AI aQG DaWa ScLHQcH, FaQJZHL YaQJ, M.D., RRbRW THcKQLcLaQ, MRKaPPaGVaOHK Ra]PL M.Sc. EOHcWULcaO EQJLQHHU, 
Ka]L IVKIaT AKPHG, M.Sc. EOHcWULcaO EQJLQHHU, MRMWaba EVIaQGLaUL, PK.D. SWXGHQW (SQaNH-OLNH CRQWLQXXP RRbRWLcV IRU bUaLQ VXUJHU\) aQG 
RaKXO SLQJK, E[SHUW - DaWa ScLHQcH aQG AI. 

  ȺAXWRQRPRXV URbRWLcV ZRXOG bH WKH QaWXUaO QH[W VWHS 

aQG ZRXOG WaNH IXOO aGYaQWaJH RI WHcKQRORJLcaO 

SURJUHVV WR LPSURYH WKH VaIHW\ RI VXUJHU\Ȼ 



 

The AƵƚŽŶŽŵŽƵƐ IŶiƚiaƚiǀe SǇƐƚeŵƐ 
heůd a ƐƵcceƐƐfƵů LŽgŽ DeƐigŶ 
cŽŵƉeƚiƚiŽŶ iŶ MaǇ ǁiƚh a ŶƵŵbeƌ 
Žf cŽŵƉeůůiŶg eŶƚƌieƐ ƚŽ chŽŽƐe 
fƌŽŵ͘ OƵƌ cůeaƌ ǁiŶŶeƌ͕ hŽǁeǀeƌ͕ 
ǁaƐ aŶ EŶgiŶeeƌiŶg gƌadƵaƚe 
ƐƚƵdeŶƚ aŶd ASI ƌeƐeaƌcheƌ 
AbdƵůůah Aů Zahid͘   

Zahid iƐ cƵƌƌeŶƚůǇ aŶ M͘Sc͘ ƐƚƵdeŶƚ 
iŶ ƚhe DeƉaƌƚŵeŶƚ Žf Ciǀiů aŶd 
EŶǀiƌŽŶŵeŶƚaů EŶgiŶeeƌiŶg aƚ ƚhe 
UŶiǀeƌƐiƚǇ Žf Aůbeƌƚa͕ aƌƌiǀiŶg afƚeƌ 
cŽŵƉůeƚiŽŶ Žf hiƐ ƵŶdeƌgƌadƵaƚe 

degƌee fƌŽŵ ƚhe BaŶgůadeƐh UŶiǀeƌƐiƚǇ Žf EŶgiŶeeƌiŶg aŶd TechŶŽůŽgǇ iŶ 
OcƚŽbeƌ ϮϬϭϴ͘ UŶdeƌ ƚhe ƐƵƉeƌǀiƐiŽŶ Žf Dƌ͘ AŵǇ Kiŵ͕ ASI ƉƌŽjecƚ ůeadeƌ fŽƌ 
Theŵe ϯ SƵƐƚaiŶabůe CŽŵŵƵŶiƚieƐ͕ hiƐ ƌeƐeaƌch fŽcƵƐ iƐ MƵůƚiŵŽdaů 
TƌaŶƐƉŽƌƚaƚiŽŶ SǇƐƚeŵƐ DeƐigŶ aŶd AŶaůǇƐiƐ͘ CƵƌƌeŶƚůǇ he iƐ eǆaŵiŶiŶg hŽǁ 
eǀacƵaƚiŽŶ ŵechaŶiƐŵƐ caŶ ƉeƌfŽƌŵ bǇ iŶƚegƌaƚiŶg bŽƚh aiƌ aŶd gƌŽƵŶd 
ƚƌaŶƐƉŽƌƚaƚiŽŶ ƐǇƐƚeŵƐ aŶd ƉŽƐiƚiǀeůǇ iŵƉacƚ ŵŽbiůiƚǇ caƉaciƚǇ iŶ eŵeƌgeŶcǇ 
ƐiƚƵaƚiŽŶƐ͕ ƐƵch aƐ ǁiůdfiƌeƐ͘ ThiƐ ǁiůů heůƉ ƚƌaŶƐƉŽƌƚaƚiŽŶ ƉůaŶŶeƌƐ͕ eŵeƌgeŶcǇ 
ƐeƌǀiceƐ͕ aŶd iŶdƵƐƚƌǇ ƵŶdeƌƐƚaŶd hŽǁ aŶ iŶƚegƌaƚed bŽƚh aiƌ aŶd ƌŽad 
ƚƌaŶƐƉŽƌƚaƚiŽŶ ŶeƚǁŽƌŬ ŵighƚ ƉeƌfŽƌŵ aƐ cŽŵƉaƌed ƚŽ ƌeůǇiŶg ƐŽůeůǇ ŽŶ ƚhe 
aǀaiůabůe ƌŽadǁaǇ ŶeƚǁŽƌŬ͘  

IŶ addiƚiŽŶ ƚŽ hiƐ ƐƚƵdieƐ͕ Zahid͛Ɛ ƐƚƌiŬiŶg ůŽgŽ deƐigŶ ƐƚeŵƐ fƌŽŵ a cƌeaƚiǀe 
ƐƚƌeaŬ ƚhaƚ he hŽŶeƐ ƚhƌŽƵgh hiƐ faǀŽƵƌiƚe ƉaƐƚ ƚiŵe Ͳ deƐigŶiŶg ŵŽƚiŽŶ 

gƌaƉhicƐ͕ ƉƌŽdƵciŶg iůůƵƐƚƌaƚiŽŶƐ͕ 
aŶd ƌeŶdeƌiŶg aŶiŵaƚiŽŶ͕ ǁhich he 
ŽfƚeŶ ƵƉůŽadƐ ƚŽ hiƐ YŽƵTƵbe 
chaŶŶeů͘ He iƐ aůƐŽ aŶ acƚiǀe 
debaƚeƌ aŶd haƐ ƉaƌƚiciƉaƚed iŶ 
Ɛeǀeƌaů iŶƚeƌŶaƚiŽŶaů debaƚiŶg 

ƚŽƵƌŶaŵeŶƚƐ aƐ ǁeůů aƐ ƐeƌǀiŶg aƐ 
ƚhe ƉƌeƐideŶƚ Žf Ideaů DebaƚiŶg 
CůƵb dƵƌiŶg ϮϬϭϬͲϮϬϭϭ aŶd 
DiƌecƚŽƌ Žf BUET DebaƚiŶg CůƵb iŶ 
ϮϬϭϳͲϮϬϭϴ͘  

BƵƚ he ƐeeƐ aŶ eǆciƚiŶg fƵƚƵƌe fŽƌ 
hiŵƐeůf iŶ ƚhe ƌaƉidůǇ chaŶgiŶg 
fieůd Žf ƚƌaŶƐƉŽƌƚaƚiŽŶ͘ ͞I ƚhiŶŬ 
aƵƚŽŶŽŵŽƵƐ ƐǇƐƚeŵƐ ǁiůů chaŶge 
ŽƵƌ ƉeƌceƉƚiŽŶ Žf ŵŽbiůiƚǇ͕ 
ƌeachiŶg beǇŽŶd ŽƵƌ cƵƌƌeŶƚ 
hŽƌiǌŽŶ Žf ƚhiŶŬiŶg͘ Iƚ ǁiůů bƌiŶg 
ŽŶe Žf ƚhe ŵŽƐƚ ƐigŶificaŶƚ 
chaŶgeƐ iŶ ƚhe hiƐƚŽƌǇ Žf 
ƚƌaŶƐƉŽƌƚaƚiŽŶ͕ ƚƌaŶƐfŽƌŵiŶg ŽƵƌ 
ůiǀeƐ iŶ ƚhe ϮϭƐƚ ceŶƚƵƌǇ͘

SSRWOLJKW RQ HQP 

TKLV PRQWK ZH IRcXV RQ WKH ZLQQHU RI WKH ASI LRJR DHVLJQ 
CRPSHWLWLRQ aQG ASI UHVHaUcKHU, AbGXOOaK EO ZaKLG 

  ȺAXWRQRPRXV V\VWHPV ZLOO cKaQJH 

RXU SHUcHSWLRQ RI PRbLOLW\, 

UHacKLQJ bH\RQG RXU cXUUHQW 
KRUL]RQ RI WKLQNLQJȻ 

CRQWaFW UV 

For more information on ASI: 

Email Xs at: 
alberta.asi@Xalberta.ca 
 
Visit oXr Zebsite at: 
http://Xab.ca/asi 
 
FolloZ Xs on social media: 
TZitter: 
https://tZitter.com/ASI_Alberta 

LinkedIn: 
http://ZZZ.linkedin.com/in/aXt
onomoXs-s\stems-initiatiYe-
alberta 

TKH AXWRQRPRXV S\VWHPV IQLWLaWLYH (ASI) LV a IRUZaUG-WKLQNLQJ, 
PXOWLPLOOLRQ-GROOaU UHVHaUcK SURJUaP WKaW WHaPV XS UHVHaUcK aQG LQGXVWU\ 
H[SHUWV acURVV AObHUWa WR GHYHORS aXWRPaWHG WHcKQRORJLHV VSaQQLQJ NH\ 
aUHaV RI KHaOWK, WUaQVSRUWaWLRQ, VXVWaLQabLOLW\ aQG LQGXVWU\. UQGHUVWaQGLQJ 
aQG GHYHORSLQJ WKHVH V\VWHPV ZLOO KHOS XV WR UHPaLQ HcRQRPLcaOO\ 
cRPSHWLWLYH LQ a JORbaO cRQWH[W, ZKLOH HIIHcWLYHO\ aGGUHVVLQJ WKH cKaOOHQJHV 
RI cOLPaWH cKaQJH, HIILcLHQW HQHUJ\ SURGXcWLRQ aQG XVH, WUaQVSRUWaWLRQ 
QHHGV, aGYaQcHG PaQXIacWXULQJ, aQG PHGLcaO aGYaQcHPHQW. TKLV SURJUaP 
GHYHORSV QHZ IQIRUPaWLRQ, CRPPXQLcaWLRQV aQG THcKQRORJ\ (ICT)-
HQabOHG AXWRQRPRXV S\VWHPV WR VXSSRUW KHaOWK\ aQG VXVWaLQabOH 
cRPPXQLWLHV ZLWK a IRcXV RQ VHQVLQJ, cRPPXQLcaWLRQ, cRQWURO, aQG 
cRPSXWaWLRQ WHcKQRORJLHV, aOO OLQNHG WRJHWKHU b\ aUWLILcLaO LQWHOOLJHQcH. 

AERXW ASI 


