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The writing process Getting started 

  Explore the assignment  

  Make rough notes 

  Pick a tentative topic 

Getting feedback 

  Make an appointment at the writing centre for later in the 
week 

  Get feedback on your draft/revise 

Revising 

  Work on style and lower order concerns 

  Proofread, consult checklist for assignment 



Getting organized 

Organize paper sections similar to your proposal 

  Introduction and Context: Identify the problem, issue; 
strong statement of aim [thesis]; briefly outline what 
you are going to do   

  Body of paper: Identify your research methodology; 
main arguments, evidence to support any claims  

  Conclusions and Recommendations: Summarize your 
findings; any suggestions for the next researcher?  

  References: List all references you have cited in your 
text. 



Proposal 

1.  What climate change topic will you study? 

2.  What is/are the scope/limitations on your topic? 

3.  What is the context for your study? 

4.  Citations 



What are the limitations?  

  Minimum 5 journal articles should be listed 

  Summarize at least three (3) journal articles                  

  Inform the reader why they are important for your 
research  



Possible topics 

  Comparative study of northern 
communities in Canada and Russia 

  Policies that governments in Canada 
and Russia adopt cause harm to native 
communities because they are not 
usually sensitive to  

  The lack of policy development in 
Russia is the root cause 

  Health policies in northern 
communities  

  The ways each government funds 
northern communities—direct, 
episodic, insufficient--accounts for 
discrepancies in overall health levels in 
these communities. 

  Ocean currents and how they will 
change in the arctic 

  Territorial disputes over resources in 
the arctic circle 



What topic will you study? 

  Identify a topic of inquiry 

  Translate that topic into a thesis by stating what your 
attitude is to that topic 

  leisure and vice combined to form what have been 
called “sinful pleasures” in the boom-town gold rush 
economy of the Klondike. The absence of traditional 
social hierarchies in this time and place, combined with 
the fuel of easy money and masculinity, accounted for 
this new conception of leisure. 



Informal Argument and Academic 
Writing 

Ex. [this study] will be a unique scholarly contribution as very few studies genuinely combine oral history 
and the documentary record. 

Claim  Link (because)  Reason 

Challenges  

(How, So what, Why?) 

Evidence 

(Data, Statistics, Expert opinion, 
Visuals, Other studies, etc. [What 
counts is often discipline‐speciCic]) 



A claim in 3 parts 

  By engaging in historical/archival research, by reviewing 
the vast amount of public information now available on 
[this topic], and by conducting interviews with policy 
makers, researchers, activists and industry 
representatives, my research will develop a systematic 
assessment of [topic] and the conditions in which is has 
become finalized. 



Thesis statements 
  Specific 

  Manageable 

  Interesting 



A sample thesis statement 

According to new approaches in pain 
management, nurses must obtain three kinds of 
knowledge if they are to respond effectively to 
a patient’s pain: knowledge of self, knowledge 
of pain, and knowledge of standards of care. 

[original/passive voice] New approaches to pain management stress 
three kinds of knowledge for nurses to obtain if they are to respond 
effectively to a patient’s pain: knowledge of self, knowledge of 
pain, and knowledge of standards of care.1 

www.mbon.org/practice/pain_management.pdf  



Possible thesis/arguments 



Getting organized 

  Thesis= main claim, argument 
The absence of traditional social hierarchies in this time and place, 
combined with the fuel of easy money and masculinity, accounted for 
this new conception of leisure 

  Body: subsidiary claims 

1.  Free enterprise capitalism in the Klondike contributed to a dominant 
ideological stance that valued the free choice of the individual to pursue 
whatever leisure activities they wanted—including gambling, drinking to 
excess, and womanizing—with few, if any, restraints.  

2.  Leisure in the Klondike boomtown created and enforced a particular kind of 
masculinity in contrast to the “rational recreation” of more established 
cities and towns in the Northwest.  



 3. Analytical/critical annotations 

An objective evaluation of a work's contents, quality, and  
limitations. Length is typically between 100-200 words.     

  Gives full bibliographic information for the work.  

  Gives the authority and the point of view of the author. 

  Evaluates the contents, scope, and quality. 

  Points out the merits and deficiencies.  

From h'p://guides.library.ualberta.ca/annota9ons 



Annotations 

  Summarizes the article (2-3 sentences; 45-60 words) 

  Evaluates (“discuss the value”) 



Sample summary 

  In “Use of Physical Restraints and Psychotropic Medications in 
Alzheimer Special Care Units in Nursing Homes,” Phillips, 
Sprye, Sloane, and Hawes question whether or not 
Alzheimer’s patients are less likely to be restrained or 
medicated as a result of residing in Special Care Units (SCU) 
in nursing homes. They found, however, that these patients 
were no less likely to be restrained and, in fact, they were 
more likely to receive psychotropic medication. (72 words) 



Hints for summarizing 

  Previous summary took 5 pages of article and turned it into 2 
sentences 

  Look in the article’s Introduction for the question they are 
asking (in this case, paragraph 2) 

  Look in the Results for the findings (in this case, the last 
paragraph of the Results) 



Sample Evaluation 

  This study looked at a large amount of data (1100 residents in 
48 SCUs)  from a small geographical area—only four U.S. 
states. The extent to which the findings of this study apply to 
Alberta are unclear, particularly since these standards vary 
considerably from state to state. Nevertheless, the authors 
speculate that SCUs led something of a revolution in 
Alzheimer’s patient care—these units demonstrated that the 
use of physical restraints could be avoided, and that may 
account for the similarity in use in both SCUs and regular 
units.  (89 words) 


