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II{upo BiTa€EMO BCiX 3 BEJIUKOJHIMU CBATAMH !

* * *

Kpamanku, kpalmanku
[TodapObyro 3aTI00K M.

Ocp 3es1eHa, OCh UepBOHA,
A ocb 3x0BTa, OH Oy3KOBa.
[TrcaHku, MUCAHKY —
Kos1b0poBi, MOB JISLTTBKH.

3 JKypaBJIsAMU 1 3 IBHAMH,
I3 xpectamu, 3 JacTiBKaMH.

A 3-3a cTosy He BcTaBasia
Ha aeuky manoBasa
Popy namoro cBATHHIO —
YkpaiHncbKy 6eperuHio.
I'apna nucanka y MmeHe,
bo BoHa 5171 Tebe, HeHe!

* * *

Ha Benukzens y cesi

Paxi giTouku masti.

B 1niepkBi cBiY€UKH ropsITh,
Bcerogu Boka 6y1arogars.

% % %

TimuThCsa MajIeHbKa IacKa,
Timyes i s1,—

IITo Hecy ii cBATHTH,

IITo BoHa MoA.

* k *

PazicTh 3 HeDa cs ABJIAE,
[Tacka kpacHa JieHb BiTae,
PajyiiTecst mupo HUHI —

Bor faB pazicTh Bciil pojiuHi,
Bor n1aB pazgicts HaMm 3 Hebec,
Xpucroc Bockpec!

Xpucroc Bockpec!
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Why Does Ukraine Celebrate Easter on a Different Date?

Leader of the Orthodo Church of Ukraine Metropolltan Epifaniy
blessing Easter baskets in the St. Michael's Monastery in Kyiv. Pho-
to: facebook.com/Orthodox.in.Ukraine

Each year, thousands of our
readers wonder why Easter in
Ukraine is celebrated on a differ-
ent day than in most of the
world. In 2021, they were almost
a month apart — while this year,
Ukrainians are preparing their
Easter baskets only one week
later. Why is that?

Living by two calendars at
the same time

In a nutshell, the answer boils
down to the different calendars
used by Christians. These differ-
ent calendars are also the reason
why most Ukrainians celebrate
Christmas on January 7, not De-
cember 25 (although several
years ago, an additional state
holiday was introduced for 25
December, as well — it was her-
alded as another connection of
Ukraine with the Western

world).

While the Catholic Church uses
the Gregorian calendar, intro-
duced by Pope Gregory XIII in
the XVI ct to reform its precur-
sor, the astronomically incorrect
and outdated Julian calendar,
some Orthodox Churches never
made the switch. Up till now,
half of the Orthodox Churches,
or 6.6% of the world’s Chris-
tians, live by the Julian calendar,
which has today accumulated a
13-day lag behind the Gregorian
one. One of those churches is the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church.
Hence the date of 7 January for
Christmas: 13 days after 25 De-
cember.

Curiously, in the Russian Em-
pire, the Julian calendar was
used by both the church and the
state. This is why up till 1918,

the timetable by which day-to-
day life was governed in Ukraine

| lagged 13 days behind the west-

ern world. The Ukrainian state
made the leap to the Gregorian
calendar in the days of the short-
lived Ukrainian National Repub-
lic — but not the Church.

And so up till this day, most
Ukrainian Christians live by two
calendars — by the Gregorian
calendar for secular life, and by
the antiquated Julian calendar
for church life. Particularly,
these are faithful of the country’s
largest confession, the Orthodox
Church, as well as the Greek
Catholics and Protestants. Only
Roman Catholics observe Christ-
mas and other religious holidays
in line with most of the rest of
the world.

Calculating the date of East-
er: a difficult task

Okay, so the Ukrainian Christ-
mas is always 13 days behind the
“Catholic” Christmas on 25 De-
cember. But why is the differ-
ence between the dates of the
two Easters vary from year to
year?

It’s because Easter is a “moving
feast,” meaning it is celebrated
on a different day each year. And
the 13-day gap between the Jul-
ian and Gregorian calendars can
determine whether Catholics
and Orthodox Christians cele-
brate Easter on the same day, as
it will happen in 2025 (20

(Continued on p. 4)
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Why Does Ukraine Celebrate Easter on a Different Date?

(Continued from p. 3)

April), or will have 35 days in
between, like in 2024 (31 March
for the Catholics and 5 May for
the Julian calendar Orthodox
Christians).

Back in the IV century, at the
Council of Nicaea, the early
Church agreed on a single day
for celebrating Easter: the next
Sunday after the Jewish Pesach,
or 14 Nissan by the Jewish cal-
endar. Christians believe Jesus
celebrated Pesach, a holiday
commemorating the Jews’ exo-
dus from Egypt which is cele-
brated for eight days after 14 Ni-
san, with his disciples, and then
was crucified. Therefore, Easter
has to always be celebrated after
Pesach; otherwise, the logic of
the holiday is lost.

Now, calculating the date of 14
Nisan is tricky. The Jewish cal-
endar is a lunar calendar, which
uses one orbit of the Moon
around the Earth as its reference
unit, unlike the solar Gregorian
and Julian calendars, which are
based on one orbit of the Earth
around the Sun. 14 Nisan always
falls on a full moon.

Therefore, the date for Christian
Easter is defined as the next
Sunday after the first full moon
that comes after the vernal equi-
nox. As the date of the vernal
equinox differs for the Julian
and Gregorian calendars, so do
the dates of Easter.

The ecclesiastical date of the

vernal equinox is 21 March, as
determined by the Church of Al-
exandria in the IV century. But
this same “21 March” by the Jul-
ian calendar comes 13 days later
— on 3 April. This is why there
can be such a big gap between
the two dates of celebrating
Easter — it all depends on the
date of the full moon that comes
either after 21 March, for the
“Western Easter” of the Catholic
church, or after 3 April, for the
“Easter Easter” celebrated in
Ukraine.

In Ukraine, discussions about
celebrating Christmas with most
of the world, on 25 December,
have been going on for several
years. While many are in favor,
others believe it would ruin the
Ukrainian church and national
traditions. Others have simply
gotten used to the dates of the
Julian calendar.

For now, debates about switch-
ing the date of Easter are not
that widespread. In any case,
“switching” to the Gregorian
Easter date would mean switch-
ing the entire church calendar to
the Gregorian calendar. And that
is a step not easily made. How-
ever, as time passes, the Julian
calendar becomes even more
astronomically inaccurate. By
2100, it would lag already 14
days behind the Gregorian cal-
endar, so Ukrainians would need
to celebrate Christmas on 7 Jan-

uary.

So sooner or later, the Orthodox

Church will need to make a deci-
sion. The Ecumenical Patriar-
chate has suggested that the is-
sue of a calendar reform and cel-
ebrating Easter on one day with
the Catholics be brought up in
2025, the 1700th anniversary of
the Council of Nicaea, where the
rule for Christians to celebrate
the date of Easter on one day
was first formulated.

Happy Easter to everyone cele-
brating, no matter the date!

«B Ykpaini esxce kKinrvka
POKie mpusaromsv
Jduckycii npo
ceamxysanmna Pizoea 25
2pYyoHa pa3om 3 ycim
ceimom. Y moit uac, ax
0azamo xmo no3uusHo
cmasumuscs 00 maxkozo
nepexooy, € A100u, aKi
ssicaromow, wWo nepexio
3pyiiHYy € YyKkpaiHcbKy
yepkey ma HaUilOHANbHI
mpaduyii. I s#c
npocmo 3suxkau 00
CeAMKYB8aAHHA 3a
1oalaHcbKuUM
kaaenoapem. /luckyciii
w000 3MiHU damu
ceamkysanHa Beauxoons
Hapa3i Hemae».

Source: https://

euromaidan-
press.com/2021/05/02/why-is-
easter-in-ukraine-celebrated-on-
a-different-date-than-most-of-

the-world/
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JHo6ipka myasTdiabmiB npo BeaukaeHb

«I'punesi [Tucanku» (1995). MysibTdinsm 3a
MotuBaMu Kas3ku Osiekcanapa Osiecs Mpo XJI0MIHKa,
SIKUU Harepeao/iHi BesTmKoaHs BUPIIIUB pO3ITHCaTH
sI€EYKa, KOTPi BUCH/IKyBaJIa KBOUKa. Po3mucaBim
MMUCAaHKU ['PUIIBKO JIAT CIATH, MiC/IS YOT0 HOMY HaCHUBCS
JUBHUMH COH...

JluBiThCs:
https: //www.youtube.com/watch?v=6bOIoifjQFY

Kaska "I[IucaHka - yapiBHe aine'" 1po cekpeTu
HaIlMCaHHA MucaHoK. Ka3ka jy1s mitel 6-12 pokKiB, a
TaKOX 71 0aTHKIB, BUMTEJIIB Ta BCiX, XTO XOTiB O1 3HATH
CTapo/IaBHI CEKPeTH PO MUCAHKHU. YuTadi OyayTh
CTEKUTH 32 OIOPOOKIO 3ailurKa uepes Jiic, /ie BiH
CTHUKAETHCSA 3 PAJIOM IIKaBUX IEPCOHAXKIB, AKI
JIoTIoMaraloTh Homy 3ib6patu Bce HeOOXiTHE I
HaIlMCAHHA [THMCAHOK.

JuBiThCA:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LI4SZtt3Npo

HabmxaeTbes HalicBiTIiIIE cBATO Bemuknens. Jitu
JTy>Ke JII00JIATh 0T, ajie, MOKJIMBO He /10 KiHIls
po3yMioTh. Ik po3noBicTH AiTAM npo BenukaeHs?
[ToguBiTHCS pa3oMm 3 IiTbMU Bijieo « Besmkoaasa
Ka3o4dyKa». = ol . Zodaowon

N Y s

JuBIiTBCA:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0YZx1coT3Iw

«3ary0JieHa mMUCaHKa» — Ka304Ka IIpo
npuroay Karpyci y nepeiBesTMKO/IHii BeUip.

JuBiThCA:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gGmUs5

YKqY-U
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UKRAINIAN LANGUAGE
EDUCATION CENTRE

4-60 Pembina Hall
University of Alberta
Edmonton, AB
Canada T6G 2H8

Phone: + 1 (780)492-2904

Email: ulec@ualberta.ca
Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/ukrainian.la

nguage.education.centre/

Website:
https://www.ualberta.ca/canadian-
institute-of-ukrainian-studies/centres-

and-programs/ulec

The Ukrainian Language Education Centre (ULEC) promotes and develops
Ukrainian language education in Canada and abroad by: supporting bilin-
gual programs and professional development of Ukrainian language teach-
ers and instructors; creating learning and teaching resources at both the
secondary and post-secondary levels; conducting research on topics related
to Ukrainian-language education and related fields; and fostering interna-
tional links and community engagement. For more information about
ULEC, please visit our website and Facebook page or contact us by email.

MeToaudHUI LEHTP YKpaiHCBHKOI MOBHU CIIPUSE PO3BUTKY YKpaiHOMOBHOI
oceitm B Kamami # 3a KOpAOHOM: WIiATPHMYe IBOMOBHI IIPOTpaMH,
MiABHUINY€e TpoQeciifHuil piBeHb BYUTENIB YKPAiHCHKOI MOBH, PO3pOOIIIE
HaBYaJbHI Ta METONWYHI PECypCH i CEepeaHbOi 1 BHIIOi OCBITH,
TIPOBOJIUTH JOCHTI/DKEHHS, IIOB’I3aHi 3 TEMATHKOIO YKPAaiHOMOBHOI OCBITH i
CYMDKHHX Trajly3el, a TakoX CHpHsI€ PO3BUTKY MIKHAPOJHUX KOHTAKTIB i
MIATPUMYE 3B’ SI3KH 3 TPOMAJICHKICTIO. [leTanpHinny iHhOopMallito Mpo IEHTP
MOJKHA 3HAWTHU Ha BEO-CTOPIHIL, CTOPIHIN (elicOyKy abo uepe3 e-IoIITy.

How You Can Support Ukrainian Language Education

o Call (780) 492-6847

e E-mail cius@ualberta.ca to inquire about other ways to donate

e Send a cheque payable to “University of Alberta / CIUS,” indicating the Ukrainian Language Educa-
tion Centre Endowment Fund on the memo line

| would like to give $

@]

to

O

@]

@]

0]

@]

Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies Fund

Contemporary Ukraine Studies Program (CUSP)

Internet Encyclopedia of Ukraine Program Fund (IEU)

Kule Ukrainian Canadian Program (KUCSC)

Ukrainian Language Education Centre Endowment Fund (ULEC)

Search for a fund

+ Add Gift
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