
Applying for  

Your Study Permit 

Nora Lambrecht & Lubna Ahmad  

Regulated Canadian Immigration Consultants 



Do I need a Study Permit? 

Yes! You must apply for a study permit before coming to Canada.  

- Letter of acceptance from the designated learning institution in Canada  

- You can apply for the study permit by paper at a Visa Application Centre 

or online.  

Note: Our focus in this session will be on the online application 

process. 

 

http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/helpcentre/answer.asp?qnum=478&top=15 

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/study-permit/prepare/designated-learning-institutions-list.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/contact-ircc/offices/find-visa-application-centre.html


No.  

For forms and information check Immigration, Refugees, and Citizenship 

Canada (IRCC) website.  

If you decide to use an immigration representative, be careful whom you ask 

for advice. For more information, see: 

Who Can Represent You and Tips on Choosing an Immigration Representative. 

 

 

Do I need a representative to help me apply? 

 

http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/helpcentre/answer.asp?qnum=444&top=7&
_ga=2.49957295.802395138.1515432795-1398609574.1513292164 

https://www.canada.ca/en/services/immigration-citizenship.html
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/information/representative/rep-who.asp
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/information/representative/rep-choose.asp
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/information/representative/rep-choose.asp




What does the application form look like? 

IMM 1294 “Application for Study Permit Made Outside of Canada” 

 

Note: you may need to download and save these forms on your 

computer or laptop before opening; complete the saved versions 

http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/pdf/kits/forms/IMM1294E.pdf?_ga=2.15494719.802395138.1515432795-1398609574.1513292164


What are the main supporting documents required? 

- Passport 

- Letter of Acceptance from the University of Alberta 

- Proof of means of financial support 

- Passport  digital photo  

 

 



What are the main supporting documents required? 

- E-Medical Form: if Immigration Medical Exam (IME) is required  

- Family Information Form 

- Police Clearance maybe required depending on from where and how 

you apply 

 

 



How do I apply online? 

- Go to:  

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/account.html 

- Click on “Continue to GCKey” 

- Click on “Sign Up” 

 

 

 

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/account.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/account.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/account.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/account.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/account.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/account.html


 

 

 



















https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/medical-police/medical-
exams/requirements-temporary-residents/country-requirements.html 

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/medical-police/medical-exams/requirements-temporary-residents/country-requirements.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/medical-police/medical-exams/requirements-temporary-residents/country-requirements.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/medical-police/medical-exams/requirements-temporary-residents/country-requirements.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/medical-police/medical-exams/requirements-temporary-residents/country-requirements.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/medical-police/medical-exams/requirements-temporary-residents/country-requirements.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/medical-police/medical-exams/requirements-temporary-residents/country-requirements.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/medical-police/medical-exams/requirements-temporary-residents/country-requirements.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/medical-police/medical-exams/requirements-temporary-residents/country-requirements.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/medical-police/medical-exams/requirements-temporary-residents/country-requirements.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/medical-police/medical-exams/requirements-temporary-residents/country-requirements.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/medical-police/medical-exams/requirements-temporary-residents/country-requirements.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/medical-police/medical-exams/requirements-temporary-residents/country-requirements.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/medical-police/medical-exams/requirements-temporary-residents/country-requirements.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/medical-police/medical-exams/requirements-temporary-residents/country-requirements.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/medical-police/medical-exams/requirements-temporary-residents/country-requirements.html


    Your online document checklist: 



Proof of Sufficient Funds  

- Funds need to cover at least one year of living expenses and tuition 

fees  

• One year’s living expenses is estimated at $10 000 for one person (at least 

$2000 additional to cover travel) 

- More funds will be needed if you will be accompanied by your 

dependent family members  

• An additional $4000 for spouse and $3000 for each accompanying child 

 

 



Proof of Means of Financial Support Documents 

- Bank statements for the past 4 months 

- Letter of undertaking from parent or sponsor in addition to their bank 

statements, employment documents, proof of relationship, etc. 

- Official letter of scholarships and awards 

 

 

 

 

 



Proof of Means of Financial Support Documents 

- Tuition payment receipts (recommended) 

- Investments and/or stocks and bonds (if applicable) 

- Income from rental properties (if applicable) 

- If applicable, include documents confirming campus residence and a 

copy of the $500 receipt of your residence deposit  

 

 

 

 

 



How can I make my application stronger? 

1. Financial Ability: 

- Include as many documents as possible  

- Clearly itemize documents provided in a cover letter*  

- All documents are either in English or French  

- Pay your university tuition fees upfront and include the receipt with your 

application (recommended)…in the event your SP application is refused you 

can contact the University for a refund 



Cover Letter Example 

Dear Consular Officer: 
 

Please find the enclosed supporting financial documents. The documents are 

attached in the following order: 

• Parent’s letter of support: page 1 

• Parent’s bank statements: page 3 

• Parent’s employment letter: page 10 

• Scholarship award letter: page 11 

• Tuition fee payment receipt: page 12 

 

 

 



How can I make my application stronger? 

 2. Study Plan: 

Provide a letter of explanation which includes a clear and concise study plan and upload 

under “Optional Documents” 

 

 



Study Plan Details 
  

 Why you wish to study in Canada in this particular program 

 What is your overall educational goal 

 Why you are not pursuing a similar program in home country 

 What research have you done into studies in home country 

 How this program enhances your employment opportunities in home country 

 Details of education history including all relevant transcripts if applicable 

 What ties you have to home country including supporting documents when 

possible 

 

 



3. Application Process: 

- Carefully read the Instruction Guide and follow instructions 

- Pay attention to detail when completing and preparing application documents 

- Make sure all application forms are typed (not hand-written) 

- Validate the IMM1294 form before uploading (signature not required when 

applying online) 

 

 

 

How can I make my application stronger? 

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/application-forms-guides/guide-5269-applying-study-permit-outside-canada.html


How can I make my application stronger? 

- Double check your application and all supporting documents before 

submission   

- Check processing times and apply as soon as you receive admission letter 

- Contact the International Advisors at: advising@ualberta.ca for assistance 

 

 

 

http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/information/times/index.asp?_ga=2.243804225.53669318.1516721855-1122870922.1512515758
mailto:advising@ualberta.ca


What happens after you submit your SP 

application? 

- You can expect to receive a “Biometrics Instruction Letter” (BIL) if you have 

never provided your biometrics in the past 10 years  

- Check your account regularly for updates or requests for additional 

documents 

 



What can cause a delay in the processing of 

my application? 

 Medical and security screening may take longer than usual   

 If you get asked for an interview 

 You apply by paper and communicate with Immigration Canada by mail 

instead of your online account 

 You don’t respond quickly to follow up requests 

 High number of applications being processed during same period of time 

 

 

 



What happens after your SP has been approved? 

 Check your GCKey account regularly 

 If approved, you will receive a “Letter of Introduction”  

 Letter of Introduction must be presented to Immigration Border Officer in order 

to receive your study permit 

 Check study permit for accuracy regarding your personal information 

 When entering Canada, carry with you copies of all documents used in your 

application 



Questions 

 

advising@ualberta.ca 


